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OR IS NOTHING. 
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" Aeiiiiatait fbyitlf with God, and be at peace.*'-^ofr xxii. 21. 
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INTRODUCTORY SKETCH. 



Stbiot religion is now so much more com- 
mon in well educated circles than it mdiflp^ 
pily was some years ago^ that there aife retj 
few young people in those circles^ who hare 
ngt> in some way> hod it brought under their 
notice. Almost every young person knows 
that there are people^ many of wboni are 
highly distinguished for superiority nf talent^ 
and great cultivation of mind> whs consider 
the, superficial^ inefficacious^ cold profession of 
religion^ which is genersJly tho\]^X» «oS&ssl^sox 
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y the world, as altogether different from trui 

fiigion. Some young people there are, whi 

; only know this, but who hnve had rea 

tligion so forcibly presented to them, aa t 

|rrest their attention, and create iilarm ii 

onscieiiEes, yet who have ventured ti 

lifle this voice of the Spirit of God, tbougl 

■ley felt that the impression it made wcs un. 

Ike any other, and powerful heyooJ an] 

There are other young people, who 

lough at first they revolt at the idea, thai 

ley whom they love and esteem are not onlj 

lieniselves ignorant of true religion, but havt 
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them a few scenes a^d converaations drawn 
from the early part of her religious life> to 
sfadw the influence that true religion^ learned 
chiefly and simply from the Bible^ and proved 
to be so 1^ its genuine fruits> may have on 
those who love us^ and with whom we asso- 
ciate. ' 

This young person^ whom I shall introduce 
under the name of Gertrude Aberley> is the 
ygongest daughter of a lady^ who^ while still 
Teiy y4)ung^ was^ by the death of her husband^ 
left a widow with the charge of three childven^ 
a Bon and two daughters. Colonel Aberliey 
died in Egypt^ of a wound received on the day 
brave Abercrombie fell. 

Mrs. Aberley was> for some time> almost 
overwhelmed by this blow; and it was long 
before the mistaken kindness of Mends could 
induce her to return to society and the world. 
At last, her sincere belief of what her friends 
constantly urged, that it was absolwl^l^ VkS.^^- 



qoaintanoes^ induced poor Mrs. . 
more to involve herself in the si 
and bustle of the world-— for t 
longer offered any pleasures. M: 
children were educated amongst th 
those of their pwn rank. When tl 
her daughters were, by their c 
quaintanoes^ thou^t amiable and 
ed; her son^ though considered a 
maui was regarded as yet more thi 
world eousid^ni allowably impetuoi 
governable. The truth regarding t 
people was^ that Edward^ though^ 8 
had been all his mother could wish. 
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Anna^ Mm. Aberley's eldest daughter^ was 
ttf a thoughtless and lively character^ with 
Strang feelings and warm affections ; but ra^ 
in judging and in forming her opinions^ and 
equally disposed to be unguarded in their ex- 
pression^ and vehement in their defence. 
Gertrude, Mrs. Aberley's youngest daughter, 
was of a very different charaicter from her 
alster. * Naturally modest, thoughtful, and re- 
flecting, with good sense, and generous and 
gentle .dispositions, she possessed the esteem 
and affection of each member of her own fami- 
ly^ and itk general of those with whom they 
were on tenqs of intimacy. 

When Anna was eighteen, and Gertrude 
seventeen, they were, as it is termed, intro^ 
dnced, and entered on all the gaieties of a Lon-* 
don winter. 

It was during this first win^r of thought- 
less folly, that Gertnide was called to observe 
that kjnd of religion which producer va ^\^\x% 



VAX «•«•&«' 



ine talents^ and very agreeable mannei 
whose habits had become so insular ai 
ravagant^ as to make him a source of an: 
^ and apprehension to all his friends. Tl 
Lng man became truly religious^ and th 
'oted all his hitherto misapplied powers 
»mote the knowledge of that energetic pri 
le^ which, as a living fire^ had subdu 
latever opposed it in his own soul. G 
ide at first listened to her cousin's religi< 
inions with indifference^ regarding th 
ly as a new proof of his unsteadiness t 
centricity. His friends laughed^ and caJ 
m Methodist ; and she joined in ridicu] 
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should have adopted any notions^ however ab- 
surdj, which led to conduct bo irreproachable. 
as that now exhibited by young Ashton* £d« 
ward at first joined iu ridiculing hiscooain,- 
but soon felt that the strong truths urged hy 
the powerful talents of Ashton were not easily 
answered or repelled. He lost his temper in 
arguing^ and when his cousin^ oontnury to his 
former arrogance of mimner> -and contemptuous 
haughtiness of temper, replied to his warmth 
with the utmost mildness and gentleness, £d- 
wardj to avoid the uneasiness produced by 
8uch conversations, learned carefully to. avmd 
Ashton's society. Anna, too, attempted, to 
argue with her cousin, and treated his new 
opinions with contempt asfd derision. He, how-* 
eve^, soon forced h^ t0 quit the fi^ld of Argu«« 
ment ; and, in reply tp hi^ ridicule, painted 
her own trifling pursuit)^ contrasted with thei 
demands of the divine bwj in colours, so 
strong, as at times to fix a feetiI^^ol ^&»rESLm 
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ler conscience, which it required all her el 

md recollections of his own former con 

;o enable her to get rid of. Anna wa 

er, immersed in gnieties, and liate 

Whatever seemed to condemn them, and kI 

o learned, like her brother, to forget her coi 

painful appeals to her conscience, I 

LrefiiUy avoiding to listen to them. Th« 

lipeals, however, were not lost. Gertrude i 

Ingth be)^n to listen, and attend to the 

aniug ; and her candid mind could not n 

t their force, when joined to the extraord 

Bnry and continued change in Aehton's who 
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vhose life was holy^ whose reasoiiing was 
conclusive^ and whose manner bespoke the 
deep feeling he himself had of those truths he 
taught. Gertrude began to study the Scrip- 
tures^ and felt that she never before had un- 
derstood them. The life of gaiety in which 
she was involved became irksome to her ; but 
ghe did not immediately perceive that it was 
her duty to forsake it. 

The following summer and autumn Mrs. 
Aberley and her daughters spent in the coun- 
try. There Gertrude devoted every moment 
she could command to the study of the Bible> 
and such had been its influence^ that^ before 
she left her rural retirement^ she too was 
decided to be a Methodist, like her cousin 
Ashton. On the return of her family to town, 
in winter, Gertrude gently, but firmly, refus- 
ed to enter into the gaieties of the world— 
But I shall leave her reasons to be stated by 
herself. 

B 
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)^tr0onsf )£nti'tt^u(()K* 



[Bfl. A9EJW.EY. 

NNA, her eldest Daughter: 

rERTRUDE, her youngest Daughter. 

DWAKDyherSan. 



Mbs. Aperlby's liousej Ixmdon. 
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PART I. 

A small apartment in Mrs. Aherley's House^ 

Gertrude alone, 

(Seated near a Tables and deeply occupied in 
reading, A gentle tap is heard at the Cham^ 
her Door,) 

Ger. (starting, and turning towa'hds the 
door.) So^ my promised hour of enjoyment i» 
cat short. (Rises and opens the door, at which 
stands Anna^ a splendid dress in one arm, and 
a work-box in the other.) 
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iBR. Anna! What is all this? 1 Iiope ym 
not come to consult me about your dress 
know 1 have lust oil interest in sucl 
|iiiigs. 

Oh ! Gertrudej have pity on me ' 

|ust look at this dress ! Mra. Dolton sent it 

Die so loaded with trimming, that I set 

urley to alter it, and ijiily see what a thinj 

J has Biade of it ! I do not know what to do 

T thia dress 1 must wear to-night. I havi 

lost particular reaiiun fur duiug so, nnC 

I Itave little mom than one hour lefi 

I try to improve it — and to dress. As foi 

■ley, she is now so cross and displeased 

. should I leave it tu her, she woidd unl] 

rse. Do luok at this trimming 
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Anpa, my new religion has not taught me to 
be ill-natured ; but it has taught me the ab- 
surdity of being made wretched^ as you at this 
moment are^ by such a trifle. I beg pardon^ 
however^ for laughing. And now> in repara- 
tion^ what can I do for you ? 

Anna, (rising with animation,) Oh, if 
you' undertake . the matter, all may be well 
yet. Tell, me only how to alter this. Ah ! 
there it is in your hands, and soon all i^ll be 
grace and beauty. Dear Gertrude, this is 
very kind. But what were you reading ? I 
have interrupted you. (Open's Gertrude^ s book 
"^^leads.J '^ Spiritual mind — Self-denial,** 
(turns over the leaves,) — What close, small 
print ! It seems a very long book. Is it all on 
one subject, Gertrude ? 

Geb. It is, Anna : all on a subject which 
makes me doubt whether I am right in even 
assisting you in preparing to spend an evening, 
or rather night, in a manner so trifling. 

Anna. Ah I then we shall think no more 
ofthis gloomy book. (Closes and puts it away. J 
Now, dear Gertrude, do not fall into a brown 
study over my poor dress. 



puzzled over it. 

r£B. And what whim has made yon 
line so positively to wear no other d 
I this? . 

lNNA. Now^ Gertrude^ what a quest 
L know I must have some very strong 
; and how you trifle away this few 
Its left me. I am sure Mamma is nc 

irEB. (smUing,) Some strong rea 
come then^ we must be busy. Sc 
ik this will do> (arranging the trimmit 
kNNA. Oh^ delightfully. Dear Gerti 
/ perfect is your taste 1 And yet to gi? 
ry thing to sit moping here ! 
jrER. Not moping^ Anna. I never 1 

k-niTiafio fill -nnxir. 1iAP.q.iiMk I neVCr b 
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~ Gmm. Will you promise to mak^ one re- 
tam^ my dear Anna^ which it is in your 
power to do this very night ? 

Anna. Most assuredly^ provided it is not 
to stay at home. 

GsR. No: But it is to try^ during the 
whole evening, to remember that Grod is pre- 
sent where you are; and that your inmost 
heart, as well as outward manner^ and words 
and looks^ are marked by him. 

Anna. Now that is so like Cousin Ash- 
ton ! and do you know^ Gertrude^ I think yon 
have asked me to do what would be almost 
profime. The Bible itself says there is a time 
for every thing. 

Ger. Does the Bible say there is a time> 
Anna, in which we may place ourselves in cir- 
cumstances where the very recollection of God 
would be irreverent ? Can such circumstances 
be innocent? 

Anna. Now, Gertrude, are you going tb 
tay that a ball is not an innocent amuse- 
ment ? ' 

CrBR. It is not I who have said so, Ai^na ; 
but I think you have. 



Ger. I mean kindness only, Ann 
Anna. I believe you; but you i 
irits. 

Ger. Where do you wish to spend 
ana? 

Anna. Now what a. question I 
lemnly you pronounced that word 
ty." You are really very gloon 
ud^. . 

GbjR. . Why should the idea of el 
oomy? But answer me> Anna, i 
m wish to spend it ? 
Anna. In heaven, to be sure. 
Ger. And with God ? Do you 
»e he is for ever present there ? 
Anna. To be sure I do. 
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me, (UsUning.) It is indeed. Gertrade^ 
you have ruined my enjoyment for this 
night by that request of your% and those 
fltnuige^ g^o(»ny questions. But here comes 
Mamma. 

Enter Mrs. Abeblby. 

Mrs. Abbb. Anna> why are you here^ and 
not dressed? And Gertrude working at a 
ball-dress ! Are you going with us> Gertrude ? 
(SmUing,) 

Anna. Gertrude has had the charity to 
anraage this trimming for me> Mamma. Mrs. 
Dalton and Morley had made it unwearable 
betwixt them. 

Mrs. Abbb. And where is the difference 
between going to a ball one's self, and pre* 
paring for another's going ? 

Gbb. There is some difference. Mamma ; , 
yet I am not sure that I am quite right in as- 
sisting Anna. 

Mia* .Abbb. My love, can you be wrong 
in making others happy ? If you experienced 
your mother's feelings when she, night af< 
ter night, in submission' to thQ^pi»N<rlka& %bal)L 
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s right. 

Gbr. ('her eyesJUling with tears,) 

;ive you pain^ Mamma. I wish you 

idly as I do the motives which fora 

so. 

Virs. Aber. Well, Gertrude, no n 

3. Is the dress ready ? 

jrER. I have arranged it so that 

not possibly go wrong in finishing it. 

^rs. Aber. Well, then, Anna, ge 

do your hair, while Morley finishe 

ss, and make haste, my dear, for it 

i. I shall stay with Gertrude, till } 

iy to go. Exit Ai 
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her'Sf and taking her hand affectionately,^ 
Well^ Mamma, I have in one sense really ta- 
ken the veil. I suppose the. Rpman Catho- 
lies mean by that expression that the world 
is for ever veiled from the thoughts and af- 
fections of those who take the vows of se- 
clusion. With me the belief of the awfiil 
things of an unseen world, has really done 
what that external shadow of true religion 
pretends to do. No vows could add to the 
force of this reality. Oh ! Mamma ! if you 
only saw those things as I see them, you would 
be as much astonished at the insensibility of 
others, as I now feel at yours, and at my own 
hitherto. 

Mrs- Abeb. Gertrude, you are a perfect 
enthusiast. You are under the influence of 
imagination, not of reason. You sit alone 
here, your imagination busily conjuring up 
phantoms of its own creation, which you 
call the realities of an unseen world. Had 
you been educated in that religion we have 
just mentioned, which has, from generation 
to gjeneration, been receiving from itg am- 
bitious leaders additional " means of over- 



»ndidate for saintship. But> my dear S 
jrertrude^ instead of that handsome book-< 
rou ought to have a single coarse shelf^ 
lished with old histories of saints who n 
existed ; and instead of that one oai 
gloomy as it is> a lamp so dim as mere 
thow *^ darkness visible^" and in its g 
ihould stand a crucifix and a skull. Inc 
)f that pretty watch^ you ought to ha 
)and-glas8— and for that chain and those c 
I rosary^ lest memory should cheat heavi 
me of those irain repetitions which heavei 
Forbidden; and to heighten the sublim 
^loom^ your own cofBn should stand by 
narrow couch— its lid resting against the 
)pposite you> with aU written upon it tl 
to be written^ except the age at which 
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ly ignorant^ or more so; with all those gloomy 
trifles to intervene between her spirit and that 
God, whom to know is life^ and lights and 
peace> and joy. 

Mrs. Aber. My dear Gertrude^ I merely 
wish to show you the danger of allowing ima- 
gination to be our guide in religion. You see 
to what excesses of superstition and folly it 
may lead us. 

Gbb. But> my dear Mamma, are you not 
90w conjuring up> in your own imagination, 
that very phantom which you say is leading 
me astray? I have nothing around me ad- 
dressed to my imagination. I have no guide, 
Manum^ but the Bible; and that you have 
taught me to r^ard as the revealed will of 
God. It is from the Bible I have learned that 
^* the thingfr which are seen are temporal, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal." 
I am there commanded, " not to love the 
world, neither the things that are in the world 
— 4)ecause the world passeth away, but he 
that doth the will of God abideth for ever." 
I searched the Bible to discover that will of 



c/urist> ue IS a new creature ;" — m] 
ice agrees with this dieckuration of 
e. I know and feel that my he 
m changed. I did not before kno 
id not love God. His Sabbath was 
»me day to me. His service was ii 
new not Christ. I called him Savio 
;w not, and felt not, that I needec 
ir. Now I know my need of Hin 
belief that he has received me, am 
iour, and my Lord, and my Guid 
1 1 shall soon be for ever with Him, 
on earth appear in my eyes of no 
if any worldly thing draws my th 
fTections from Him, I desire to be f 
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thusiast ? Is' not the Being I worship^ and 
love^ and trusty a real being ? Is it not on 
his oVm ^lain ^mple words that I rely? 
What is meant by that which is termed 
" Faith" in Scripture, Mamma, and which 
ig thete so constantly mentioned as necessa- 
ry to salvation? Is that enthusiasm ? 

Mrs. Aber. No, Gertrude. But you are 
too vehement. I am not to be interrupted 
and schooled by you. 

Gbb. (pressing her mother's hand to her 
Jbrehead.) Dear Mamma, forgive me. 

Mrs. Aber. Truth, my dear, is calm. It 
requires not the aid of passionate expres- 
sions. 

Geb. (modestly.) If the heart is full of 
warm acffections. Mamma, may it not express 
itself warmly and yet truly? Were I to 
speak coldly on this, subject, I should be a 
hypocrite. 

Mrs. Aber. Perhaps so, Gertrude ; but 
your warmth certainly proves you to be an 
enthusiast. But here comes Anna. 



Mrs. Abeb. {mthdraning her hand 

pleasure.) Schooling me again^ 

de ! {turns from her.) 

Gr£R. Mamma^ do not leave me in 

asure. 

Mrs. Aber. Well^ Anna> (lookingjU 

Temely prettily dressed indeed ! 

\nna. Look^ €rertrade> how prett} 

useful the trimming is now. 

GrER. Very pretty, {looks all over A\ 

*^8, and then sighs,) 

\nna. Now, dear Grertrude, why 

h ? Why should you force yoyrself to 

what you sigh after, and what surely 
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with which you finished the inspection of poor 
Anna's dress ? 

Ger. I was not conscious of sighing^ Mam- 
ma. I did so involuntarily. 

Mrs. Aber. But you now seem conscious 
of the cause^ so pray let us have it. 

Ger. Mamma^ I only displease you. 'Pray 
do. not ask me. 

Mrs. Aber. Now, child, don't be mysteri- 
ous and important about nothing. 

Ger. Well, Mamma, since you insist upon 
it, the truth is, that when I looked at Anna, so 
gaaly dressed out, and then at her animated 
happy countenance, and those white roses in 
her hair, the thought, ^^ Poor lamb, decked 
out for a sacrifice,"— came so strongly into my 
mind, it forced that heavy sigh. 

Mrs. Aber. . Strange gloomy girl! You 
turn every thii^ to sadness. Come Anna, it 
cheers me to look at you. 

Ger. Good night, dear Mamma, (offers to 
take her hand, which Mrs. Aberley draws hack, 
and passing her, leaves the room with Anna, 
and closes the door. J 

Gertrude, seating herself' at the table, Icafif 



Ger. My dearest Mamma! (clcu 
ms round her mother,) Oh, Mamn 
lid only make you feel what sufferii 
me to give you pain. 
Mrs. Aber. I do not know bow it : 
Lde> but there is something strange] 
(Krenng in your enthusiasm. You i 
t me. But good nighty my love, 
up late. God bless you. (Embrth 
d exit, J 

Gertrude alone. 

GrBB. Oh my own dear mother. 
1 will indeed be infected. (Covers h 
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what wonderfiil event am I indebted for a visit 
ft*om you at this. hour? 

Edw. You speak gaily, Gertrude, but you 
have been in tears. What has vexed you ? 

Ger. Oh, nothing of any consequence. 

Edw. Is it really so, nbw, Gertrude ? 

Ger. Really. Upon my word. I would 
rather that what has happened to make me 
shed tears had happened than not. Now, an- 
swer my question. What has brought you here ? 
I think you seem unusually grave. 

Edw. I want to have a ccmversation with 
you, Gertrude, and have been watching till 
my mother and Anna should depart to their 
midnight revels. Now, just guess where I 
have been this evening ? 

Ger. I guess ! Impossible, but I shall try. 
You have been losing money at play, and are 
now in low spirits. 

Epw. No, Gertrude, you are quite wrong. 

Ger. You look so grave and quiet, that 
perhaps you have been at your guardian's re- 
ceiving a lecture. 

Edw. I have been receiving a lecture, imt 
juit from my guardian. 



id I am the greatest tooi on eunu. 
SB. Mr. Percy ! What do you mean, ir 
est Edward? Has Mr. Percy really hi 
goodness to» ^ ■' ; but it is impossib] 
. never could meet Do^ dear £ 

d> tell me what you mean. 
)dw. Well then^ let us draw near the fi: 
I have much to say to you Gertrude. 
jbb. Begin^ dear Eldward. 
Idw, Well, then, Gertrude, howe- 
eless and foolish, or worse, you may h 
tught me, I have not been insensible 
) change that has taken, place in you d 
; the last year. You know how Asli 
Qoyed me last winter, by constantly 
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criminal than mine had ever been> and I 
thought it natural enough that he should 
feel uneasy^ and wish to reform ; but I con- 
fess I despised him for being driven^ as I 
thought, by fear^ to make himself ridiculous. 
When you, Gertrude, hdgan to agree with 
him, and to join in what he 'said reispecting 
the natural alienation of the heart from' God 
and true religion, I for a time could scarce- 
ly belieye you sincere. Your life appeared 
to me perfectly innocent ; and I thought, 
had mine been as mudiso, I should have felt 
nothing but peace. At that time I carefully 
avoided Aahton; but, though you perhaps 
did not perceive it, I listened with much in- 
terest while you argued with my mother 
about your new opinions, and often was very 
much surprised with Vi^at you said respect- 
ing siA and conscience. I well knew the 
meaning of what you said, but I wondered 
what yon could have done, that led you to 
speak so truly and feelingly of the dreadful 
gloom of a guilty conscience. I had often 
experienced that dread of* God, which you 
described as that which makes a sinner feel 



Him^ can so appal us. In listening t 
however^ Gertrude, I soon peroeivei 
it was indistinct ideas of right and 
which had led me to consider your 
innocent; and I fully agreed witl 
when you tried to prove^ that it was i 
nooent to live in neglect of those plain 
mandments recorded in that book, i 
at the same time, we professed to b 
was a revelation from heaven. I had 
clination, however^ to take that book f 
guide. I supposed, if I did so, that I 
begin by gi^^ng up almost every thing 
which I derived any pleasure. I atten: 
therefore, to stifle my convictions of 
was truth, and to banish every good tb 
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tfitose things^ in Uie indulgence of which I 
Mt mjuM most crimina}. 

G»R. I do beGere yoa> my dear Edward. 
I b^iere implicitlj whatever you tell me. 

Eb#. But it was only two days ago^ Ger- 
ttmAe, ijiat jou so kindly and gently warn- 
ed me agaiiist indulging the increasing vio- 
tmce of my temper ; so how can yt)u beHere 
in my attempts at improvement } 

GfeB. And it was only two days ago, that 
you, Edward, surprised m^, by your caiidid 
avowal that your teihper was a source of mi- 
sery to yourself; and that you had no power 
to d6> what in your soul you thought right, 
aad widied to do. 

Edw. Did I say so to you, Gertrude ? 

Gbb. You did not exactly say so to me^ 
but you were walking about the room, and 
did say so, with much vehemence and feel- 
ing. 

Edw. Well^ I have at times of late been 
80 very miserable, that I may have uncon- 
sciously exposed my feelings where I should 
have been more anxious not to do so. I may 
tell J^ovy Gertrude^ that I hav^ iox %«i&ft\^ssNib 



a^d cowardice which prevenieu a^j 
doning what^ in those hours^ appear 
me utterly unworthy of pursuit. I 
loathed^ at such times of reflection^ 
very scenes into which I could not pc 
resist entering the next day. I hav€ 
disgusted with the worthlessness of 
very associates^ who still Jhave so 
power over me^ that I must fly £tow 
if I am to escape from their vices, 
must go on with my story. I thin 
Percy has shown me in what I en 
supposed I must myself do that w] 
says God alone can do. I have the 
praying to God^ but supposed hithei 
before I presiuned to s^proach Him 
"Ti all that He disapproved of. 



'«iiro 
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during the week^ I always felt that it would 
be absolute hypocrisy in me to kneel in the 
presence of God on Sunday, as if I was a 
worshippef of His, while I was conscious of 
violating his law during the week. But, to 
shorten my story, when I was in a shop thig 
forenoon, I saw an advertisement, purport- 
ing that Mr. Percy was to preach a seilnon 
this evening in behalf of some charitable in- 
stitution. I immediately felt an inclination 
to hear this person, whose preaching had 
produced such a marvellous effect on your 
mind ; and at a time when I was sure no 
one who knew me would be there. I there- 
fore disengaged myself from a party with 
whom I had promised to dine, and, when 
the time came, wrapped myself up in a great 
coat, and went to church. It was about 
half full when I arrived, and I seated my- 
self in a pew where I could have an excel- 
lent view of the preacher. I confess, Ger- 
trude, for I must tell you both my bad and 
good feelings, part of my intention in goiiig, 
was to surprise you with my knowledge of 
the manner and style of your favourite. 



«ttractive> and our Aiend Charles Ora 
Unes^ which he says are prose verse, 
into my thoughts most forcibly. The 
scribe the filling ef a church of Ijiat ki 
(he life ; and his own feelings were es 
what I experienced when I saw the uii] 
assemblage of poor mechanics, and fine 
ladies, and fiat citizens, all showerin 
jostled together. 

^^ My young eye, proud and oaniess, gaaed ab 
0*er theie who crowded theze, nor loved the f 
I oared not though their hearts were Gk)4'8 4 
But scanning their poor aspects low and mei 
I shunned their crowding near, as holier I hac 

And atlll th«v eTOlwAtv\ in • aomA Malm mnA •! 



THE DECISION. 41 

Some earlier worshipper their speed beguile, 
And sit where they would sit, with pleased uncon- 
scious smile.*' 

Ger. That picture is drawn by an enemy. 
Oh that I had been with you, Edward ! I 
should have sat joyfully by the lowest and 
the meanest. But do go on. 

Edw. Well, the people crowded in till 
there was no more room in the pews, and 
numbers stood in the passages. I began to 
think of coming out, it was so stifling ; and 
an old labourer, who had drawn on his Sun- 
day coat over all his week day filth, placed 
himself to stand and lean against the pew 
where I sat, with a coarse dirty hand, hold- 
ing a greasy old hat just under my nose. 

Ger. Oh Edward ! Did you think how" 
much the poor old man must have loved the- 
house of God, when, after a day of labour^ 
he wa^contented to stand two hours that he 
might be present there } 

Edw. Not till I had made a movement 
which made the old man look round. I 
suppose he saw disgust in my looks, for he 
immediate!/ removed to a AiXXXsi ^^«xss^^ 



countenance. My hear^ smote me^ bi 
Percy at that moment appeared^ an( 
my old man apd I were instantly occ 
i confess^ Gertrude, Mr. Percy's lool 
flianner are extremely prepossessing. 
read prayers, during which my mil 
came unusually calm and happy, th< 
cannot say I was attending to them 
softening thoughts, which have been str 
to my bosom of late, again visited me 
I believe they were excited an a grc 
gree by the devout and happy looks 
poor despised old man, whose face wi 
]| little turned to me, and expressed 
feeling, and even elevation, while he 
in the service. *' How much faire 
nurer his soul is than mine," thou 
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biB the proud sinn^^ who had a few minutes 

befeore so unfeelingly insulted the pear saint. 

When prayers were over^ I with great diffi- 

4mlty persuaded the old man to take my 

qjiace, and I took his. 

OxiJi. Dear Edward ! and were you al^ 
lowed to stand ? 

£dw. Oh^ indeed I was. There was no 
^toom any where; but I felt very happy ; 
and after Mr. Percy began^ I had not a 
•thought for any thing but his discourse. 

GsB. What was his subject ?— his text ? 

£bw. It was thi»-— '^ Ye will not come to 
•me that ye fnight have life." I do not re- 
-oollect what part of the Bible he took it 

Ge&. !From St. John. Most gracious 
words ! But proceed. 

£dw. He began in a manner so calm^ and 
dignified^ and solemn^ to describe those who 
•would not come to the Saviour of the world 
ihat they might hare life^ that my attention 
was .entirely £xed ; and each description of 
character suited exactly some people who 
immediately came .into my tbovi^\i&« ^^ 

2 



Kix xv/xgci/xuxucoo ux VJiuu.* XXiS liiCt!i;i 

ulfilling every duty to his fellow-men, 
lis absolute contempt of his duty to God. 
.ppearance of love to God — neglect of his 
tituted worship. Profanation of his Sabi 
>y travelling — or seeing company— or d< 
whatever he chooses, in contempt of that 
»ress command which says,— Thou shal' 
LO manner of work on the Sabbath day, tl 
or thy servants, nor thy cattle. — Oh C 
rude ! how boldly we all dare to diso 
7od ! Only think of the manner in wl 
be Sabbath is usually spent, and how pL 
f the commandment forbids all we do. 
Ger. Yes, dear Edward, he is a lo 



THE DECISION^ 45 

ters. Our aunt Stanly mofi(t exactly— ae 
formally exact in external religious ob9er- 
vancesj while her whole heart is engaged 
with this w<»-ld. 

GsR. Edward^ how can you judge of 
auot Stanly's heart? Those description9 
are not intended to lead us to judge of 
others ; they are intended to lead us to self- 
lexamination, that we may ascertain in what 
xespects our own characters resemble those 
portrayed by the servant of God^ whose 
jduty it is thus to search and probe the hearty 
. that it may be healed. 

£ow. Well^ I only wish aunt Stanly had 
been there. She must have recognised her- 
jielf'— prayers in the morning, and theatre in 
%he evening, and— 

Ger. I will not hear aunt Stanly's cha- 
racter. Did he not describe Edward Aber^ 
ley ? (Snuling.) 

Eow. Oh yes, and Mamma, too— >so fond 
of her children, yet so— — 

Ger. No more, Edward. It is not right 
—indeed it is not. 

£]>w. Now, Gertrude, I haye said nothing. 



^mtu JL cuiiiess 11 IS SO ; DUt 1 WOUlCL 

ther hear Mr. Percy's character of you. 

£dw. His character of Mamma^ howe 
softened me to tears ; and he concluded 
sayings there was the best l^ope of such c 
racters; for they erred not from want 
candour^ but from want of light ; and t 
they dreaded becoming truly and strictly 
voted to God, not from indifference or 
mity to real religion, but from a sincere 
prehension that, in so devoting themseh 
they would in some indefinite way be : 
glecting duties that they ought to fulfil. 

Ger. Well, I do think so of Mamma sou 
times : But no more of her. Why are 3 
so long in coming to the character I m 
wish to hear described ? 
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words. He said — '^ There is still another 
class of persons to whom I must speak^ and 
ask them why they do not come to Christ- 
that they may have life ? Or, perhaps^ I may 
rather ask you^ my young friends^ (for to 
you I speak^) Do you know Him whom you 
disregard and reject? No, you know him 
not. I think I shall be able to convince you 
of this, if you will yield me your attention 
for a few moments, and let your hearts re- 
ply candidly to the questions I shall ask 
you. Do you not believe, that if you lis- 
tened to the remonstrance of the text, and 
attempted to come to Christ for life, that 
the first step you must take would be to give 
up all earthly enjoyments— all that at this 
ihoment is most attractive to you ?^ — and all 
this you imagine must be given up, for what ? 
—you cannot say for what. To you the 
idea of becoming religious' is altogether an 
idea of deprivation — of giving up— of leav- 
ing what is delightful. You see that those 
of your own age who become religious, im- 
mediately lose all relish for their former, 
and your present pursuits. You see that 



uienr opuuons and gentiinents on aim 
ry subject differ from 3roiirs ; but i 
diougli an unaccountable somethii 
lead you to respect and love them^ ( 
Hmvince you that they have in realit 
'>bat happiness which they assure y 
lave found. You only regard tl 
^oomy ; or^ as haviog been so alam 
he preacher or by some other mea 
pectia^^ the fiature state of their 8 
nother worlds that^ under the strei 
he ilnpressian^ they became willing^ 
er to secure their salvation hereafiery 
life of gloom, and wretchedness, an. 
enial in this world. Is not this real! 
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he disapproves. If you knew him as they 
know him^ you would feel as they do^ that 
he, and he only^ is deserving of that place in 
your hearts which he^ and he only^ can fill. 
These are perhaps words without meaning 
to you. Let me try to portray some faint 
traces of that all-glorious character ; or^ ra- 
ther^ let me ask you to look around on what 
you know and acknowledge to be his works^ 
and say^ do you trace nothing of his great- 
ness^ and also of his tenderness^ on the face 
of his creation ? Why is it all so fair and 
lovely? Why such profusion of all that is 
sublime^ and soft^ and touching ? Why sudh 
perfection and beauty? and whence the 
power which these inanimate objects possess^ 
to attract and charm the heart ? and who 
f<Hrmed the heart to feel that power? Is 
there no trace of the footsteps of one here^ 
who, if we could find Him, we would love 
with love unspeakable? But, my young 
friends, lovely and touching as his works of 
creation are, his work of redemption is still 
more lovely. His works of creation ought 
to lead U8 to seek after their all-glorious 

£ 



come in search of us. He has left tha 
ry in which he dwelt with the Fathei 
where those highest spirits who are pc 
ted to approach nearest to him are so 
whehned by the brightness of the t 
that. they vail their faces with their v 
and express continually their adoration 
ly, hoLy^ toly. Lord God Almighty ! 
glorious Jehovah, in love to us, th 
might bring himself near, close to t^ ; 
our nature into his, that he might in 
nature fulfil the broken law of God fc 
that he might bear the punishment < 
11^ for the breach of that law ; and ih 
might experience and know all our fe 
and griefs. He became our very n 
friend ; for what other friend both se 
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purchased eternal life for you^ but you de- 
spise that for which I laid down my life. 
You have ruined yourselves — you have dis- 
obeyed the laws of God. ^^ There is none 
other name under heaven^ given among men^ 
whereby ye can be saved," but mine, yet ye 
will not come unto me ? I have left the glo- 
ry of the Father—I have taken the form of 
a servant, and have endured the cross for 
you, and ye will not come unto me ! '^ Come 
now, let us reason together, saith the Lord'; 
for what things are they that ye reject the 
Lord Jehovah ;" And then. Oh, Gertrude ! 
how forcibly Mr. Percy spoke; and what 
fools he made those appear who preferred 
the trifles of this world to the salvation, and 
friendship, and guidance of the Son of God. 
He described my character— in youth—- 
jhealth— with the advantages of education, 
friends, fortune, influence, and not a thought 
but to gratify the passion of the moment. 
He painted my guilt and responsibility so as 
to make me tremble^ and inwardly to im- 
plore God to have mercy on me. He then 
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I deectibed what sucli on one might be, il 

ivinced of his sins, he fled for refuge t 

I Christ, who would receive him, and giv 

I him a new heart, and put hia spirit withii 

I him, to lead him. into all truth. Then, ol 

I Gertrude, such a character as he described 

1 blessing to society — happy in his own sou 

—his Master's image becoming more am 

nore visible in him. I cannot say all li 

I said, but I can never hope to be such a oDC 

I Oh, tliat I cunld ! (Toyerj hh face wit 

I his hands, and iiursis mlo tears.) 

Gkh. And why not hope, my dearest Ed 
I ward ? Mr. Percy did not say you coul 
I make yourself such a character. 

Edw. Oh, na! HesaidI couldnonoihia 
I without Christ. It was on this point be a 
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to believe in him^ to learn his will from his 
ewn word ; and when you have learned it, to 
implore him to enable you to obey it. 

£dw. This is exactly what I wish to do, 
Gertrude; but, in town, I cannot. You 
know I am so engaged, I never have a mo- 
ment to myself. Besides, I dread entering 
again into the society of those with whom I 
liave of late associated. Some of them are 
really worthless. I have told you that I 
was disgusted with them before I heard Mr. 
Percy ; yet I do think I could not shake 
them off; and I know, were I to go to Calm- 
ly Lodge, they would follow me there. But 
I must have peace, and am determined to 
try to make myself acquainted with the will 
of my God and Saviour. 1 wish you could 
be with me wherever I am, Gertrude.^ You 
are thoughtful. .Can you assist me in decid- 
ing what to do ? 

Geb. Suppose you should go to your 
estate in Scotland for a short time. You 
know Mr. Lomton wishes you to go and 
show yourself to your tenantry there, as he 



Edw: An excellent thought ! On 
not Have you with me. 

GsR. Perhaps I may follow you. 
has severaltimes, of late> said that e 
Bd me to visit Scotland. Possibly 
ing there may induce her to shorten 
don gaieties and follow you. In i 
time, I am sure you will find a pe 
will be able and willing to assist yo 
search after religious knowledge in 
gymaa of the parish. 

Edw. I rememb^ hun. H« was 
and I thought very stupid. 

Gbb. Oh I but there is a new d 
Mr. Dugald Ross, who, I am o 
really a Christian. 

Ti n-nr T^nttr Ai\ rrnn Irnnixr fl,Hnilt 1 
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£dw. To Mamma! Why did be not wri^ 
tome? 

Gbr. He wrote first, to Mr. Lomto;a^ wb^ 
answered coldly^ that you would sooa be af 
age> and he would not interfere in such mat- 
ters. Mr. Ross then wrote to Mamma kk the 
gentlest and most Christian spirit, telling her 
of Mr. Lomton's reply, but urging the im- 
mediate neqessities of the people, and their 
anxiety to have their children, and, indeed, 
eome of their grown up young people, taught 
to read the word of life. Mamma employ- 
ed me to answer the lett^, and to say ex^ 
actly what Mr. Lomton had said. I did so 
as gently as I could ; but, at the end of my 
letter, requested him to let me know what 
the expense would be of beginning a school, 
and what his wishes were. I showed my 
letter to Mamma, and she did not object to 
my sending it. I very soon received an an- 
swer which delighted and astonished me. 
I found that such a sdiool as Ms. Ross and 
the people wished to begin, would soaroely. 
cost so much annually as I had foimerly 
spent in trinkets and the m«ce«l xiaete»i 



oMjA<xg> ««uab vrutxi you were ot age yo 
continue or gtop it as you chose. 

£dw. Andyou^ Gertrude^ out of ] 
.owance> wliich is not an eighth part < 
[ receive^ are supporting a school on i 
)erty. Dear Gertrude^ you have beg 
luties for me. 

Geb. Oh^ if you knew how it dellg 
find that it is in my power to be the 
f having so many young creatures b 
) thb knowledge of their God and Si 
)u would envy me my feelings. 
£dw. And tell me, is this becaus 
dieve your doing so is pleasing to Gt 
Gbr. Not exactly ; there is so mu( 
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wafvl I aiu; 9a that, whea I go to mj 
luMiesy I baye nothing but confessions to 
mtke, and pardon And mercj to seek. But 
I know that^ if I mn, ^* I liave an AdvooatQ 
with the Father i* and if I confess mj sins, 
God is righteous in forgiving my sins for his 
sake ; and that his blood cleansedi £rom all 
sin. 

£dw. But what then gires jou audi de^^ 
light in having it in your power to begin 
this school? 

GsR. Many things. I feel hcmoured and 
softened in thinking that my Lcnrd ha^ shown 
me a way of which I was quite ignorant, 
where I can employ his gifts so as to pnn 
mote the knowledge of himself, and teach 
the way of salvation through him to some 
<if my yoimg fellow^'sinners. And when I 
reflect on the different manner in which I 
have hitherto q)ent his gifts, I cannot ex- 
press the love and gratitude which fills my 
heart to that Lord who has so manifested 
his glory to my soul, as to draw me from the 
world, and all that is in it, to himself. Such 
feelings, Edward, are unlike, and O how au- 



irresistible captivity to Christ. 

£dw. What ought I to do fin 
trade? 

Gbr. First go to Christ in prayc 
out your heart to him. He knows 
better than you know yourself. £i 
to open your whole heart and soul tc 
to a neax, and present^ and most tendc 
Give yourself to him. He conmu 
to give him your heart. 

£dw. But I have been so sinful- 
n€t first repent ? 

Ger. You must repent^ Edw} 
are you not rdapsing into that ei 
which you supposed Mr. Percy had f 
in asking that question ? If you a 
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Edw. Good nighty my dear Gertrude. 

Gbb. Good nighty my own beloved bro- 
ther—more than a common brother«»a bro- 
ther, I hope, in soul also— a brother and 
friend for ever ! 



MORNING. 

A Breakfast''Rtxmi in Mrs, Aherley's 

Gertrude aUme. 

Ger. (Rises and looks at a cloci 
maniU-piece,) Eleven o'clock ; and 
come to breakfast ! 

Enters a Servant 
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Gbh. At eight this moming ! very well, 
TbcMtaas. Exit Thomas. 

GlBR. (HoiiU^ opens the letter and read^.) 
« My devest Gertrtide,— After leaviikg ytm 
Ifltit night I attempted to follow your advice. 
I knelt down alofte in the presence of God. 
A gtrange kiiid of dwe came over my soul. 
I oould not address God. I fdt that I knew 
him hot. I reG<41ected that you had said; 
' Goto ChHsf, pour out your heart to him 
as to your nearest and tenderest fbiend.' I 
atteni^yted to d^ so, but neither did I know 
faitb; and my ideas were vague and un« 
dgilned. Mr. Percy's text came into my 
thott^ts, ' Ye will not come to me that ye 
m%ht have life ;' and I said, ' Lord, I come 
unto thee ; cast me not from thee, but giv^ 
me Ufe.' I remained on my knees, and I 
felt an awful kind of pleasure in the idea 
that I was in the presence of God. My sins 
against God, however, arose on my recollec- 
tion, and for a time so appalled me, that I 
had idmost risen from my knees in despair ; 
bat I remembered your words, ' If any man 
sin, we have an advocate wit\i lK\!kft^^^«t> 






o\tf »'^' - '..-aft* otts*' —too 
to ^"^^^ aeetfte* '^ aoa » 



1 OJi ^''^ ' 4„ \votft "~ Apd e*Y»»" 
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theep, being brought back by the good all- 
merciful Shepherd ! (Again reads the letter,') 
No^ dear Edward^ jon will not change ! You 
have come to One from whose love no power 
shall ever separate you. (Remains some time 
in a musing posture, then sings,) 

** Cim the fond mother e*er forget 
The infant whom she bore ? 
And can its plaintive cries be heard, 
Nor move compassion more ? 

She may forget ; nature may fail 

A parent's heart to move ; 
But Sion in my heart shall dwell 

In everlasting love.** 

( While Gertrude sings, Mrs. Aherley enters 
softly and unperceived by her. Mrs. Aherley 
stops near the door, and listens.) 

Ger. (Sings.) 

*' Full in my sight, upon my hands 

I have engraved her name ; 
My hands shall build her ruin*d walls. 
And raise her broken frame.*' 

(Stops. 



IKH>tf>iflg ^d deiratuig h^jimA ^xp 
But you liave only to say the wprd 
shall rejoice in singing whatever i 
dear Mamma will listen te> ( j'&zj^/w 
ing her mothef's cheek.) 

Mrs. Abbr. Thank you> my goo 
I wish you could sing or charm ai 
sad pain in my poor head. O how i 
pies throb ! 

Ger. Dear Mamma> you have 
long without breakfast* I^et me eha 
the pain with tea or coffee. 

Mrs. Abbr. No, love. I have ] 
{<» break£eL8t. Your charm must i 
heart. Here is a letter from your 
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thing dreadful must have taken him ther« 
-—something that required concealment. - 

Ger. Do not alarm your^elf^ dear Mam- 
ma^ I assure you that nothing you dread has 
taken Edward to Scotland. 
i Mrs. Aber. Do you then know, Gertrude, 
what has determined him so suddenly to go 
there? You do not answer — Oh; Annan's 
conjecture is too true ! and your new religion 
has taught you to disregard difference of 
rank — ^^and this companion he has chosen 
for life will be received by you, however 
vulgar and uneducated she may be, as a dear 
sister.— And Edward has made you his con- 
fidant—I see it aU now ! {Bitterly.') 

Ger. Mamma, you are unjust to us both. 
Edward has carried no companion with him 
to Scotbmd but his Bible. 

Mrs. Aber. His Bible ! 

Ger. Yes, Mamma, his Bible. He at last 
feels the folly of pretending to be a Christ- 
ian, while he is ignorant of the source of 
Christiamty, and of its doctrines and pre- 
cepts; and he has gone to Scotland for no 
other purpose than to enjoy lei^ut^^sNii^tf^ 
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GsR. Noy M»sam»s it was tlie instruct 
tions of Mr. P^r<;}r. 

Mr$. Ab]b». Mr. Percj ! Now ihsft nevives 
my 9Mpioi(m6. Sorely }iq haa attexiqited to 
4ielude fon, and he ha^ indeed gucceeded. *" 

Gbju No> Mamzxia, I cannot believe it; 
^nd, as a fiijth^ proof of his sincerity, Jie 
wUlbes very much that you> and Anna^ and 
I^f^vjii follow him to Scotland immediate* 

fitpp. Abbb. Oh that I could believe he 
was really sincere in that wish ! 

QugL* (jnnUtng.) Even if you ^oold find 
Jiim as ^oosdy and enthusiastic as you oon- 
jrider me. Mamma ? 

Mrs. A«BBB^ I would ^ve all I possess on 
.earth to see him like you/Gertrude. 

Gbb* Mamma! how can \ understand 
yi»? 

Mrs* A^BB. Oo you not, my love, see the 
/difference in this case ? Edward is the most 
impetuous, ungovernable of human beings. 
He has got into the most extravagant, 
thou^^ess, and, I fear, dissolute society,. 
•Ther^ is nothing I do not dread on his ac^ 



ime changed in the most extraordinar 
manner. Look at Harcourt — at Sorley— a 
our cousin Ashton. They were more irrc 
ular than your brother^ and only see thei 
ow. They may be ridiculous^ with the 
iunday schools^ and their missionary mee 
ngs^ and their presents of religious books 
5very body ; but who ever heard of t' 
{lightest irregularity of conduct in any 
them since their adoption of those opinion 
On the contrary, Harcourt, who found ] 
mother's house> from her constant ill-heal 
80 irksome, that he never staid a mom< 
with her that he could get away, now resi 
with her constantly — reads to her— prays 
her — brings a few agreeable people to i? 
1 „i,,*r, ci,o nn-n r^r»piv'R them—- iu shorl 
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ed yooir f^umn sole gam:(Uan to «U his youngo 
er ^kildren^ tbough^ five years ag6^ he was 
911 th^ eir9 of disinhieritiiig him for his ex- 
l^vufSiioe aod IbUy* Oh I how happy 
fth^uld I be i0 see Edward as ridiculous mi 
like mMt :iidieiiJou8 of them ali» were he l&e 
^he9» in purity of morals and kindness of 
affections. 

6sB. Oh! Mamma, whsSt praise you 
hwire hestowed on that principle — ^that new, 
Ufergiying j^nciple, which performs sudli 
•ftmng9 things ! Can you look at such ef^- 
fectflir and still think they proceed from n9 
oith^r and greater cause than enthusiaam, or 
a heated ima^bxation ? How fmahly every 
^ffmi yon have just uttered^ my dearest 
Mothtir, cDU&ms the truth of those passages 
im Scriplwre, ^^ If any man be in Christ he 
is a new creature. All old things have passed 
away; beheld/ all things are become new." 

Mrs. Ajser. Yes, Gertrude, when people 
have bee» in the habit of openly breaking * 
the laws of God, they must become changed 
fuoeatujes before they can be esteemed Chriaft^ 
ians ; but those who have always^ as far «& 



change.' Why, my love, if such 
to become new creatures, they w< 
wicked, for they have all theii 
attempting to do whatever appee 
to be right. 

Gbk. O ! no. Mamma ! Th? 
rit who renews the heart of th 
bellious, must also renew the he 
who prefer any created good to 
cannot truly be Christians, 
member the young ruler mentio 
ture. Mamma, who said he kepi 
mandments from his youth, b 
away sorrowful, when Jesus 
must leave his earthly possessic 
him ? 
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has not been her motive. Now^ suppose 
you hare said this^ and proceed. 

Ger. I was not speaking of you^ Mamma. 

Mrs. Aber. My dear Gertrude, do. you 
think I do not perceive that you wish oft^n, 
by what you say, to convince me that I am 
in error, though you cannot exactly say so ? 
But, my love, I desire you to speak quite 
freely. Forget that I am any thing to you. 
but your friend. You must believe that I 
really desire your everlasting happiness. I 
believe you desire the same for me — tell me 
your thoughts then with perfect freedom. 

Geb. ( Taking her mother's hand and kiss-- 
ing it.) Weil then, my dearest, most belov- 
ed, and kindest of earthly friends, I confess 
that my thoughts, night and day, are occu- 
. pied about you, and great part of my pray- > 
era are occupied on your behalf; for I do 
not think you know that God who is reveal- 
ed in Scripture. You have not formed your . 
id^s of Him from Scripture. You do not 
see his awful holiness— you do not see his 
abhorrence of all sin as they are revealed 
there. You do not see the extent oC t\y&.t 



aumineu uno jus presence. *' xie 
purer eyes than to behold evil, and < 
look upon iniquity ;" and tfaefefbre> ) 
hearts^ even the purest of our hearti 
duoe ipontaneously unholy thought! 
tempers^ it is^ impossible we should e^ 
where He i& until they are changed, 
have not, I think, considered this g 
my dearest mother. You thereibre i 
unea8ines»--no dread of bdng caUe 
changed into hi^ pretence, where you 
luyt be permitted, unless changed 1 
Spirit, to remain £ot one moment-^ 

Mrs. Abbr. Allow me to intemi| 
my We. Tell me truly, do you I 
really that your heart is so changed, 1 
now produces only such thoughts as 
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Yery nature it is to produce such thoughts 
as would cause me in a moment to be cast 
out of his sight for ever. This, with the re- 
collection of my innumerable -acts of diso-' 
bedience to the revealed will of this holy 
God^ made me so miserable, that I searched 
the Scriptures constantly to discover how I 
might be pardoned and purified ; and this^ 
I think, my dearest mother, you have never 
found it necessary, from an awakened con- / 
science, to do ; therefore you are ignorant of 
Christ, and of the. only way of peace with Grod. 
You have hot come to him. You do not 
rest your only hope of salvation on him. 
Oh ! had you ever felt as I did when I 
found those texts of Scripture, '^ God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only-be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life- 
He that believeth on him is not condemn- 
ed ;" and many such, you would understand 
what I mean by knowing Christ. We can- 
not know him till we feel pur need qf him. 
Mamma, I do not think you have ever felt 
your need of him. You sfeem to think that 



on your part^ neartuy repent ot tni 
Mrs. Abbr. Certainly^ my dear 
lieve that if I obey the laws of C 
as I oan^ and repent of my failure 
be saved at last for his sake who di 
the world. 

Geb« But indeed. Mamma, that 
religion of the Bible, and greatly d 
Christ. 

Mrs. Absr. You make me sn: 
trade. You ! a girl of eighteen 
that what I have heard so long froi 
pit,^from cl^gymen, the mildest 
candid of men, and the' most inc 
the faults of others,— in short, f 
body, and from almost every bo< 
read on the subject, is not the : 
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whidi you described as so wonderful^ c6nsi<* 
der such a view of the Christian religion at 
altogether erroneous^ and incapable of pro* 
ducing any purifying efiisct on the heart and 
conduct. Oh Mamma> do go and hear Mr, 
Percy. I am sure he will convince you of 
the truth of what I say. 
» Mrs. Abeb, No^ my dear> I will not go to 
hear Mr. Percy. That would only lead me 
to place one man's opinion against that of 
another^ and bring me no nearer to the truth ; 
but I will read the Bible^ and endeavour to 
judge for myself. 

Gbb. Dear Mamma^ that is all I want. : 

Mrs. Abbr. Do you thinks then> Ger.^ 
trude^ that I never read the Bible ? 

Ger. No> indeed^ Mamma ; I know you 
read the Bible ; but I think you value only 
the moral precepts^ and look op other parts 
as mysterious^ and of little importance. 

Mrs. Aber. You have said one things 
Gertrude^ since we began this conversation^ 
which> I confess^ has placed sins of thought 
and feeling in a different point of view 
from that in which I have hitherto considert^ 



possible to deny it ; and it is evideni 
vdih. such a source of evil remaining 
TLB, we cannot be admitted into the pi 
of that God who is a spirit^ and sees < 
most thoughts^ and is of purer eyes 1 
look on evil. Tell me how^ accord 
your new system^ we are deliverec 
this propensity to evil. Is it at deat] 

Ger. Only if we are true believers, 
ma. Our Liord himself says^ that it 
not believe in him> we shall die in 01 
We are sanctified, or made holy, by i 
him. 

Mrs. Aber. Speak plainly, my d 
do not understand that mystical lai 
Do you yourself understand the mea 



^ ££ 
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When we fed, as you have allowed you dd, 
that our hearts are naturally evil^ and know 
that those evil hearts have led us to disobey 
the known laws of God, our Creator and 
Judge, we must feel that we are i^ilty iii 
his sight ; and that, unless there is some way 
by which we may obtain pardon from him, 
we must be condemned to the punishment 
due to guilt. You allow this. Mamma ? 

Mss. Abkr. I do, my love ; go on. 

Geb. Well, Manmia, this is the very 
point at which I think you and I separate. 
You say that our only way is to repent, and 
do better in future, and then, for Christ's 
sake, we shall be safe. But I feel that in this 
way the heart is left just in the state in which 
it was ; we receive no new power to withstand 
temptation. That source of evil from 
whence you have admitted such thoughts 
do arise as would banish us from the pre- 
sence of a holy God, is not taken away. 
Repenting of sin. Mamma, cannot take away 
the source of sin. May we not continue to 
son, and repent for ever, and yet be no near- 
er having an holy heart than at first } Now, 



which I have my sins pardoned; 
have my hearty the source of sin 
or renewed. You know> Mamma^ 
Baptist said> that he who should < 
him^ that was Christy should bap 
the Holy Ghost. It is this bapti; 
heart by the Holy Spirit — this pu 
that source of evil — this being " h 
Spirit^" which acconipanies faith i 
that I mean^ Mamma> when I ^say 
fied by faith in him ;" or^ made hoi; 
in him. My sins are washed aws 
bloody and my heart is made hoi 
Spirit ; and those benefits I receive 
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was Upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed." I believe this^ and with love 
and adoration of my God and Saviour^ re- 
ceive the blessed truth into my soul^ and 
really feel the benefits of it. Thus it is by 
believing on him^ or by faiths that the puri- 
fying effect of his blood is brought into my 
soul^ and actually cleanses me from sin. I 
no longer feel burdened by its guilt. I have, 
laid it on the head of my glorious sacrifice^ 
who has borne its punishment in my place, 
and has carried it by death for ever into the 
land of forgetfulness. Thus my soul is re- 
lieved from the guilt of sin by faith in him. 
My heart, the source of sin, is also purified 
and renewed by faith in him. The Holy 
Spirit, with which he baptizes, enters into 
my soul-^awakens my conscience— con- 
vinces me of sin-^enlightens my understand- 
ing to perceive my need of Christ^^mani- 
fests to me his char^ter so as to attract the 
supreme love of my heart — pleads me to him 
for pardpn and peace — ^unites me to him— I 
become one with him. 

Mrs. Abeb. Again you are very mystical, 
my dear. 






Gbr. Dear Mamma^ I know how p 
kuch thoughts are ; but ought they to 
us from venturing candidly to examii 
Scriptures ? May we not rather use tli 
a test to try whether God has indeed t 
preme place in our hearts? or whel 
but I idiall not proceed. Dear Mamn 
cannot know what effect the near ap 
of death may have had on the minds o; 
beloired ^ends you mean'— at least oi 
who died at a distance £rom you. 

Mrs. Aber. True^ my love. Let 
no more on this subject. You know 
trude^ that it was for your sake^ and 
fil what I considered a duty, that 
lived winter after winter in Londo 
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all this^ except what arose from seeing you 
approved of, and happy ; and from the hope 
that you might form friendships and connec- 
tions in the society into which you were in- 
troduced^ which might secure your future 
happiness and respectability. You^ Ger- 
trude^ have strangely disappointed all my 
hopes ; yet I confess there is a something in 
the steadiness with which you adhere to 
what you consider the will of GM^ joined 
to your uniform anxiety to please me tvhere 
that will does not interfere^ which makes it 
impossible for me to disbelieve that some 
very powerful impression regarding religion 
has been made on your mind. You ascribe 
this impression to heaven^ and consider those 
who do not seek and obtain it as still devoid 
of true religion. I do not say that I abso- 
lutely believe you are rights but I think your 
arguments are worthy of attention. I have 
indeed^ though superficially^ attempted to at- 
tend to some of them. You have this mom- 
ing increased my desire to examine the Bible 
on some particular points^ and I should 
greatly eojoy a time of leisure to do m. K 
J Bnd, therefore, that E4wtx^\% wi^^ ^e^i^ 



however, that Anna will not wisli to i 

pany us. 

Ger. I hear her footsteps approacl 

Enter Anna. 

Anna. Has Gertrude given you i 
telligence respecting Edward, Mamm 

Mrs. Abbr. Yes, my dear. But h' 
and misrested you look ! 

Anna. Oh I shall soon revive if I 
you into the open air. Let us drii? 
miles out of town, and get som 
flowers at Duncan's. But what has G 
told you. Mamma ? Tell me, Gertrud 
I try to swallow some breakfast. I 
appetite. 

Mrs. Abbr. Anna, will you go to S 
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Anna. To Scotland ! I cannot trnst mj 
senses— at this season too^ when parties have 
mnltiplied upon us. Well^ if I am to be no 
liappier than I was last nighty I shall not 
lose much. But our quadrille party at Mrs. 
Anson's— it would be treating her extreme^ 
ly ill if I deserted it> after havii^ practised 
with her daughters all the winter. {Shaking 
her head thoughtfuUy,) You know^ Mamma, 
that is impossible. Gertrude, why do you 
smile ? Do you think it such a trifle to be 
disobliging and uncivil ? 

Geb. I think it possible that some other 
young lady may be found, nearly ci^ble of 
■applying your place. 

Anna. Oh, indeed, it is not so easy ; 
and, besides, every body is engaged long 
ago. But what is that you are about? You 
are become so very industrious, you seem to 
think it sinful to be a moment without a rag 
and a needle, like the children at the chari- 
ty schools, that Cousin Ashton will drag us 
to admire. Are you really going to mend 
that old pocket-handkerchief? 



Utile parcel,) tnree unuy x^^ . .., 
and soft! 

GxB. And jiiBt made of an did 
liandkerchief. 

Anna. Well> they are very nice 
have you undertaken to work for the 
ling Hospital? 

Ger. {Laughing.} No ; but a j 
man whom Sally knows about, who, 
had a large family and a sickly husb 
had twins a day or two ago; and 
prepared only a very spare prov 
clothes £ot one, the other poor litt 
had none. 

Anna. {Renuiins thougktftdfar a 
wents,) Gertrude, will you tell mc 
how yon hare spent your time since 
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faYQar> if you will allow me to .&ave Ger- 
tnide's answer first. 

Mrs. AsBB. Well^ let it be sa 

Anna. Gertrude^ do tell me how you 
have spent erery hour since we parted ? 

Gbb. Dear Amm, I have not spent my 
time since last night in any unusual manner. 

Mrs. Abbb. D05 my Iove> gratify her. I 
too wish to know. 

Gbb. Well, Mamma, you were scarcely 
gone when Edward came to lne> and we con- 
ysrsed together for nearly an hour. Then 
Sally came to me to be taught to read, and 
to.know something respecting another world, 
and her duty to God. I dien remained 
alone fur a short time-— a happy little space 
•lA^ifUr which I went to bed: and while 
Morley undressed me, she took occasion to 
aay she was afraid she had been disobliging 
to Miss Anna, but that her temper was na« 
turally hot, and that no body could help 
their natural tempers: for Morley often con- 
fesses herself to me. 

Anna. I hope you gave her a good lec^ 
tort. 



I was called in time to be dressed by sevi 
o'clock. 

Anna. Morley^ I am sure^ would not a 
tend you at that hour. 
^Ger. How can you suppose it possib 
^e should^ after sitting up for you ? Po 
thing, I think she would be a better girl 
she were taken pains with ; but the foolii 
books she lives upon^ makes her the ridia 
lous creature she is. 

Mrs. Abeb. What books ? 

Ger. Every night that she sits np for yo 
and Anna, Mamma, she employs herself i 
reading some foolish noveL She told me i 
herself* and said nothincr aW xvnul^ i^-^w* 
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down 8tair3> she finds nobody but old John^ 
who scolds h^ for being idle. 

Mrs. Absr. {Sighing.) This is not as it 
cfught to be. 

Akna. But go on> G^trude ; what did 
you do at seven o'clock this morning ? 

Obb. I spent the next hour in private^ 
Anna, and that is the happiest hour of all 
the day to m% and prepares me for what* 
ever may happen ; because, I then seek that 
stMngth and guidance which is promised to 
those who ask for them. I then gave Sally 
another lesson ; then wrote a long letter to 
Edward^ which he asked me to do ; and theii 
leame hither in hopes of finding you and 
breakiSatft; but, being disappointed in that 
liope^ I began to work at these baby caps> 
and have had time to make one while wait- 
ing lor you. 

Mrs. A»stt. My lovcb are you so long up 
irithout fb^ 1^ 

Gbb. Oh, no ; Sally is very attentive to 
wa%, and the housekeeper also. 

Anna. Yes, they all love you. Morley 
says Miss Gertrude i$ an angel in temper. 



quiet she is. 

Gbb. Hush, Anna; you ought not 
low Morley to speak so fooKshly. 

Mrs. Aber. I must say Sally is th< 
changed creature I ever saw. 

Gbb, Now, Anna, answer Mamma'i 

tion. 

Anna. First allow me to tdl you 
have spent my time since we parted 

trude. 

Gbb. {Smiling.) But you know I 
displease you by yawning when y< 
scribe your parties. But if you wil 
me the decorations and dresses, I si 
to be attentive. 

Anna. I think my feelings, lasl 
were doomv enough to excite your ii 
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luid dedred me to ranember I was. ' I wish*- 
^ to get rid of the thouglit, but felt fright- 
coed, as if I had been trying to sepatate 
myself from God. I can scaroely describe 
what I felt. I was asked if I was nnwelL 
I was rallied on my absence of manners; 
sod aunt Stanley^ who was near me at one 
time, said in a whisper to me, ^ I protest, 
Anna, you look to-night exactly as Gertrude 
did, at the two or three last balls she ho- 
noured with her presence ;" and so I answer* 
ed, <^ I wish I was like Gertrude." I long- 
*ed to get home; yet when I found myself 
alone I was no happier,— for I could no 
more feel, then, that I was worthy to be in 
the presence of God than I was before. Oh ! 
I have passed a wretched night,— >falling 
asleep, and then waking in a bright. My 
mind was too uneasy to suffer me to sleep. 
Now, I will answer your question, Manmuu 
If Mr. Percy was in Scotland, I should like 
to go there ; but I would rather hear him 
than any other thing now. Oh, Mamma, 
Gertrude is more in the right than I am !•— » 
I am sure she is. 



purpose of enjoying solitude and 1 
that he may read the Scripture^, 
also to have some quiet time tor the 
purpose. As to your two objectionf 
quadrille party and Mr. Percy^ I thii 
must try to get over the firsts and Gc 
says the deigyman at Amavoir is 
same sentiments with Mr. Percy. 

Anna. Is he so? Then I shall 
reconcile myself to the idea of Mrs. J 
displeasure. But only think of Ec 
Well^ I have thought him very odd i 
Do you wish to go to Scotland^ (jertr 

GxR. I do very much^ indeed. 

Mrs. Abbr. Well^ then> I shall wr 
day to Edward ; and^ in the mean ti 
shall make arranstements for leaving 
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PART II. 



INTRODUCTORY SKETCH. 



AFTBB the last oonrersation mentioned in 
the preceding pages> Mrs. Aberley wrote to 
her 8on> and prepared to follow him imme^ 
diately to Scotland^ should his answer con- 
firm Gertrude's information respecting the 
•uotiTeft which induced him so unexpectedly 
-to leave London. Before Mrs. Aberley re* 
ceired his answer^ however^ she was called 
upon to witness a scene which powerfully- 
convinced her of the insufficiency of her own 
-religious principles to support an inmiortal 
^Mul in the prospect of death and eternity. 
Her si8ter-in«law> Mrs. Ashtuu^ was taken 
alarmin^y ill ; and when> at her own re- 



noi hope of her recovery, the ap| 
feet on her mind of this certain 
approach of death, was too powei 
concealed. The thought of entei 
haps unprepared, into the preseno 
and into a state of being which mt 
to eternity, whatever was her do 
came all those other most painfu] 
attendant on. the death-bed of 
leaving a £miily of orphans. Mrs 
religious .opinions, and those of ^ 
ley, had heen nearly the stameb 
Ashton had indeed succeeded in I 
mother to adopt some opinions n 
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in her son's reformatioB^ and attended what- 
ever church he wished, yet this proceeded 
more from a desire to indulge him in any 
way which tended to cherish those princi- 
ples which produced such effects, than £rmn 
any conyiction of the superior ej£cacy of 
those principles. 

Mrs. Aberley now attempted to give that 
comfort to her sister which she herself sup- 
posed would arise on a death-bed, from the 
recollection of a life of amiableness and re- 
spectability ; but she saw that Mrs. Ashton 
listened without receiving a ray of consola- 
tion, or pleasure from any thing /i^e said. 
On the contrary, if Gertrude offered to make 
a remark, her aunt seemed to feel it deeply, 
as undeniable truth. Mrs. Ashton indeed 
dung to Gertrude, whose humble and sim- 
ple views and expressions on religious sub- 
jects, were more effectual in overcoming the 

gloom of her mind, than the deeper, and 

z 



io> her sister regarded ber as 
like herself^ knew little ci tht 
which prepares and emboldens tl 
meet its Gcid. This^ jdned to 1 
received from Edward^ confirmini 
Gertrude had told her respecting 
Mrs. Aberley to begin, with very 
terest, that examinatim ef Scri] 
bad proposed. During her sistei 
she went to no parties, and gave n 
much of the time which was not q 
her interesting young family, wafl 



4.«« 4.1. «. ~«— -"* 
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chief errors had arisen from ignorance of 
those truths so strongly expressed in Scrip- 
ture ;— -the natural alienation of the afPec^ 
ti<ms from God ; and the method God had 
appointed to do away that alienation^ and 
reconcile the heart to himself. Ignorant of 
those truths> she had been labouring with 
this alienated heart to fulfil her task of 
duties^ in the hope, perhaps undefined^ of 
propitiating that Being, whom she supposed 
she loved, not because, as with other objects 
of love, it was her delight to seek His pre-* 
sence, and her chief joy to have communion 
with him ; but because loving God was one 
of those many things which every person 
knew to be right, and one of those condi- 
tions, on the fulfilment of which, she hoped 
to be entitled to heaven. She now per- 
ceived that she did not love God in the 
Scripture sense, and that, in reality, she 
knew not Christ — in short, that her religion 



uie r atner ; the Mediator betweei 
man; the propitiation for sin; t 
Priest in heaven^ who continually 
ed for bis people; the Advocate 
Father; he who made recondli 
tween the soul and God; he, wl 
believers loved with joy unspeaka 
such love as led them to long for dt 
they might depart and be with h 
such faith in Christ, or love to h 
Aberley acknowledged to her own : 
knew nothing ; and, consequently, 
was iji^orant of. ahH »,/v* •' 



IKTEOPUCTOKY SKETCH. 101. 

laote earnestly in her search, on discover-, 
ing that she had^ while snppos^ig herself 
acquainted with the Scriptures, been almost 
ignorant of them. She now also frequently 
met with Mr. Percy in her mster^s 8ick«room. 
Charles Ashton had prevailed on his mother 
to see Mr. Percy, in the hope that he mi^t 
lead her mind to brighter views. / But a 
death-bed is not often the time when in« 
struction can be received. Mrs. Ashton was 
unable at times, from illness, to attend to 
Mr. Percy; and, indeed, was always so 
weak and languid, that his visits flurried and 
discomposed her, ev^ when most anxious 
to see lain; and ^e often derived more be* 
nefit from what he had said, when repeated 
to her afterwards by Gertrude, than from , 
his personal instructions. Mrs. Aberley,. 
however, listened, with earnest attitntkm, 
and joined in his prayers. She also attend- 
ed his church with Mrs. Ashton's young 



oonviction. She thankfully and Jo; 
quieseed in the plan of salvation ma 
there, as a muiifestation of the wi 
love' of God, and as entirely suit 
wants of her soul ; and she at le^ 
to receive Christ as her ail, and 
herself wholly to the guidance o 
and Spirit 

Anna, during this period of 
last illness, wgs at times very 
Ignorant on the subject of relig 
of a character to examine any •■ 
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h&t only to Uiink of Him as an object to be 
dreaded. Circumstances added to this un- 
easiness. The mournful glwan that was 
cast over the house of her aunt^-— that deep 
shadow which precedes the approach of 
death; Gertrude's anxious seriousness of 
manner^ when^ for short intervals^ she left . 
her aunt's room to converse with her ; Mrs. 
Aberley's thoughtfulness and disrelish for 
any conversation but that of the gravest 
kind, aU tended to increase Anna's un-« , 
easiness. Her former pursuits appeared to 
her now, to have been madness and folly. 
Death, eternity, judgment, were ever in her 
thoughts ; and, with her usual imprudence, 
she betrayed to every one the dark and un- 
happy state of her feelings, wfi^e, at the 
same time^ she laboured fo satisfy her con- 
science by the most scrupulous exactness in 
fulfilling what she considered religious du- 
ties, and in reproving the neglect of them in 
others. 

4 



was caliea u^ ^^. . 

« 

When Mrs. Aberlej had seen < 

of utterly affection 'p&famed, ai 

phan family restored to smne d^ 

fort, she prepared to join her son ij 

She and her sister had received n 

Irom him, each succeeding one 

the sentiments of a mind incree 

gious and happy feeling. The e 

joining him was therefore the i 

to Mrs. Aberley and his sistetSj 

-«^ and iminfial scenes they hs 
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f ABT IL 

I 

ft 

An Apartment in Arnavoir CfUtle. 
Evening. 

(Mrs. Aberlet^ Edward^ Anna^ and Otsn* 
TBUDE. Edward seated between Mrs.^ 
Aberley and Gertrudb^ a hand of each 

. in his ; Anna seated on a footstool at her 
mother's feet. 

Edw. How delightful it is to feel myself 
with you all again ! You have really tried' 
my patience by your delays. You gavb 
me reason to hope I should see you in a 
fortnight after I left London, and it is now 
more than two months. 



i 



iUness and death of your poor ami 
made it a poshiTe daty for us to 
Lcmdon ; but we bare all learned i 
ward^ daring these two last montl 

Edw. (prmsiMg kis fmdker't h 
heart, J Much, indeed ! 

MnuABEB. And the season hai 
«o that we now find Amavoir in : 
beauty. How magnificent the 
that window is 1 

Geb. I cannot for a momen 
my eyes from it. How gkrioo 
must be amidst yon mountain! 
the lake! 

■» — i^m^o indeed 
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jott the most glorious view of sunset you 
have ever witnessed. Do you see that dump 
of trees ? (pointing from the window *) The 
view from thence is still finer than firom these 
windows. That is my favourite retreat» 
There my beloved instructor> Mr. Ross^ has 
spent many an hour with me ; and in his so- 
ciety^ and listening to his heavenly conver- 
sation^ I have witnessed many sunsets. I 
have never met with any one who eiyoys the 
beauties of nature with the rapture be dpes. 
He sees God in all his works; and seems to 
' feel his presence continually. We shallj in 
half an honr^ go to that lovely spot. I have 
invited Mr. Ross to meet us for a short time 
there. With his assistance^ and so fine a 
portion of the works of God within our view, 
we may dose the evening in what Mr. Ross 
calls Christian enjoyment. 

Anna. Delightful !-*•! long excessivdy to 
see your good Mr. Ross. 

Mrs. Abbb. Is Mr. Ross a young man ? 

Edw. He is thirt]r-four or thirty-five; but 
looks older, from being a little bald above j 
his forehead, and firom the grey hairs which 

K 



muuse near 9^%, ^, 

one? 

£dw. He 18 still in the old 
think has no wish for anoth^. I 
fully situated ; and his wife hai 
in such perfect order and neati 
seems a peaceful little paradise. 

Gbr. Has Mr. Ross any chil 

£dw. Yes> three sweet littl 
He has lost three. 

Gbr. And was that the grie 
said had mingled grey hairs w 
locks ? (smiling.) ^ 

£dt7. It was; but why d 

Gertrude? 

1 — r -I 
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brought that of. his gkxrioos Master nearer 
tome. 

Gkb. Ah^ no> Edward! That gracioiia 
presence is ever nearer yon than any hunuoi 
presence can be. Bat> had this idol of yours 
made idols of his childr^i ? 

Eiiw. No> I will not say that^ .though 
periiaps he would allow that he had. You 
never saw aman so fond of children as he 
IS, yet so gently strict and firm. He told 
me that God, by taking his first child, had 
taught him that he was a h3rpocrite ; for he 
had often on his knees, and he thought in 
sincerity, devoted himself and all his to GDd> 
to dispose of them as he would, yet, when 
he took his child from him, his whole, soul 
rose in opposition to his wilL 

Ger. Ah, yes ; we know not oursdves, 
till our heavenly Father in love afiUcts us. 
That is his test of our sincerity. 

Edw. When God took a second child> my 
friend had so £Bur benefited by the first gra^ 
eious chastisement, that he was enabled 
from his heart to say, " Heavenly Father, 
thy will be done. 1 am satisfied all must 



oonld not see why. this Uow bad Mi 
ftpidly. His wife, too, almost sun] 
it> and he dreaded losing her also, 
were the darkest hoars of his life i 
them he learned the great and impor 
son, that we know little of God till ' 
hki so as to love him supremely : t] 
heartfelt resignation, can only procc 
that manifestation of God in Chri 
sonlsi whioh makes all created o 
love really iMk loved than him. S 
trade, are yoa unwell ? Yoa are v< 
I am sure yoa are ill. 
Gbr. No, dear Edward; but 



— 1., 
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guch a knowledge of God as Mr. Ross pos- 
sesses. YeXF^C stops.) 

Mrs. Abbr. Perhaps you do not know> 
Edward^ what a melancholy attendance poor 
Gertrude has had on your aunt. She could 
not suffer Gertrude to be for a moment out 
of her presence night or day. 

£dw. I am not ignorant of any particu- 
lar reacting her atteiidance on my poor 
aunt. Charles has written me volumes on 
the subject. 

Gbr. (sighing,) Poor Charles ! He has 
now a heavy charge ; three younger brothers^ 
and two little sisters orphans. Did I write 
you^ Edward^ that Mamma has allowed me to 
take charge of little Emma and Jane for a 
time? 

Edw. No, but Charles did. He wrole 
me> too, that his mother died happily. 

Gbr. Yes ! At last my aiint seemed 
peaceful and resigned. But, Oh ! let us 
prepare for death while we are in health and 
in vigour of mind, and hasten to acquire the 
knowledge of that Almighty Saviour, who 
alone can support our souls when the hour 



£dw. But my aunt was oonsidei 
thoughtful^ religious person. 

Gbb. My aunt had naturally weak s 
and bad healths which made her a 
grave and thoughtful ; but her religion 
aions had been entirely adopted from a 
not fimn Scripture ; and her personal 
gion consisted in some forms^ whid 
qonsidered it a merit to go through^ 
If hen her health made it almost impo 
to do so. On these observances she i 
her hopes of eternity. Charles's chai 
senti|D^nts and conduct^ led her to exi 
the subject of religion more closely 
though he had convinced her that she 
in 9ome points^ her last illness fbun* 
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£dw^ Do not let us dwell on it Gar*' 
trude> it has affected you too deeply, ftum^ 
ing to Anna. J What change has taken place 
in Anna's appearance ? She looks well^ yet 
somehow very odd. 

Mrs. Abeb. CsmUing./ It is her dress. 
Anna considers it a part of religicm to make 
herself that figure. 

Anna. Dress was my folly ; I hope it 
shall never more be so. How many pre- 
cious hours I have wasted in adorning this 
sinful perishing body ! It shall now suffer 
mortification. 

£dw. But people will think you so ridi- 
culou^^ I fear you will injure the cause you 
now love. 

Anna. I am now indifierent stbout what 
people think of me. I have heen too long 
anxious about that. I can now dress in five 
minutes^ from having adopted this kind of 
dress^— -formerly I never dressed in less than 
ai^ hour. 

£dw. Do you> Oertrude> think Anna 
right in this ? 

Qkr* Pe Aaps we had beU^x ^i^ssoJln. ^^s^ 



jL^u, ceixainiy, dear Aniu 
you remember what Mr. Percy se 
last Sunday we heard him preachy 
we must not perform inferior duties 
expense of superior ;" but Mr. Ross ^ 
us right on this particular point. 

Anna. Well^ perhaps he may. 
the mean time^ you will oblige me 1 
ing our blessed day of rest the Sabba 
Sunday. 

Geb. You are right, Anna. I si 
to remember. 

£dw. Wellj, it is remarkable by wh 
ferent ways we arrive at. truth. You, 
ma, by patiently examining the Scrii 
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lightened conscience ; and I am arriving at 
truth 1 cannot tell how. I seem to be in a 
new worlds—-! see every thing in a new 
lights— I wonder at my former^ and at my 
present self. 

Gbb. (smiling,) And how do you happen 
to distinguish so nicely respecting others^ 
while so ignorant respecting yourself? Have 
you had n^ assistance ? 

Edw. Yes, dear Gertrude, 1 have asked 
Mr. Ross questions, which have led him to 
assist me in forming the opinions I have 
just expressed. Indeed, I h^ve made him, 
almost unconsciously to both of us, intimate^ 
ly acquainted with all our religious senti- 
ments. When you know him, ypu will b^ 
quite satisfied that he should be so. t shall 
never be able to repay his kindness to me. 
Every day he has spent some part of his 
precious time in instructing me. He has read 
great part of the Scriptures with me, join- 
ing his prayers with his instruction. He has 
listened patiently to all my ignorant objec- 
tions, and never left one till he had answer- 
ed it so as to convince my judgment, and 



He is a Diessmg vu buc ^<m^ 

see to-morrow> with what revereno 

spect the people regard him. 

Mrs. Abbr. To-morrow the pet 
brate your coming of age. I dq 
Ross will be able to prevent such 
often take place on similar occasioi 

£dw. You shall see. Do ybuk; 
ton is also to be here ? 

Mrs. Abbb. Charles ! I rejoice 

Edw. You know^ before you lef 
he had refused ; but^ on my assi 
we should have no rejoicings that 
find unsuitable to his present f€ 
consented to come. The litde gi 
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A Grove of TreeSt under which seats are 
placed, so as to command a view of the 
Lake, S^c. 

Mrs. Aberley^ Edward^ Anna> and Ger- 
trude. 

Ger. This is indeed lovely ! Oh ! who 
would live skat up in a town> in whose 
power it was to be where so much of God 
is manifested in the glories of his creation ! 
What a profusion of grandeur and beauty ! 
Look^ Anna> in this direction. See those 
mountains^ how n^ajestically they tower to 
heaven^ their tops glowing in' the beams of 
the descending sun. How lovely^ too, are 
the glassy waters of the loch^ on which they, 
seem to rest ! Oh ! I feel oppressed^ as I 
gaze at the extended glory of that view! 
How poor, how confined, how unworthy, all 
the adoration that our hearts can offer to that 
glorious One, who has created for us such 



£dw. It is my friend. 

Enter Mr. Ro8S. 

Edw. Welcome^ my dear Sir. Alio 
to introduce my long-expected firien 
you. My mother and eldest sister ai 
quite strangers to you^ at least by char, 
and Gertrude^ as a correspondent, wai 
firit acquaintance. 

Mr. Ross, ftvith much feeling. J I an 
py to have an opportunity of expressii 
own obligations^ and those of many a { 
f ul heart in Amavoir, to Miss Gertruc 

Ger. (hltuhing.) Indeed^ Sir> I a: 

-t-l?- - 1 t -r t 
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£dw. (smiling,) No one> then^ is to have 
the merit of doing my duty for me. 

Mr. Robs. We shall ascribe it where all 
merit is ever due^-— to Him who alone can 
80 change any hearty as to incline it to love 
his service. I hope^ however^ that to-mor- 
row Miss Gertrude will feel gratified in 
seeing so many young people^ who, through 
hia bounty^ are learning the way of salva« 
tioxL 

Ger. Shall I have that pleasure to-mor- 
row? 

£dw. Yes. To-morrow all the people 

belonging to the estate have been invited 

to assemble on the lawn before the house> 

and the children are prepared to exhibit 

/ their accomplishments to you. 

Geb. I shall be delighted to meet with 
them. 

Edw. This is an evenings my dear Mr* 
Ross, quite after your own heart. 

Mr. Ross. And what hearty my dear Mr. 
Aberley^ could resist the influence of such 
an evening ? God speaks to us by his works ; 
and when their language is all gentleness 



Mr. Ross. Certainly^ Miss Aberley^ ] 
are so. 

Anna. And they have expressed 
admiration in langi^ge so powerfiiUy 
pressive^ that they have taken .away a] 
pleasure in beholding those beauties, 
this moment Lord Byron'sllines^ descri; 
of his Lara's feelings on viewing the 
ness of moonlight^ and his dark mind 1 
ing away from its loveliness^ haunt 
thoughts. 

Mr. Ross. But^ Miss Aberley> that 
scription is beautifully just. 

Anna. It may, but I now dislike € 
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tiful from their truth. His delineatioli of a 
mind;, conscious of its guilt and darkness^ 
and ignorant of the way of peace^ 4<> niore 
than impress and excite the imagination— 
they confirm some of the most important 
truths of scripture. 

Anna. But still it is the imagination that 
is captivated by such works— and surely it 
ought to be forced or starved into subjec- 
tion. 

Mr. Ross, (smiling,) I am afraid it will 
not submit to be starved^ Miss Aberley. It 
ought to have proper food ; but if it is de- 
nied such^ I fear it will become less nice^ 
and be satisfied with what is poor and trif« 
ling. There is perhaps no other power of 
the mind which^ in youth at leasts requires 
such constant attention. 

Anna. I feel so. I cannot get it sup- 
pressed. 

Mr. Robs, (smiling.) No> I believe that 
is hopeless. But you can occupy it with 
what is really important^ and really lovely, 
and really excellent. 

Mrs. Aber. You will find, my dear Sir, 



deeply jrvuA ««w»» — , 

will find US all anxious li> encroach 
precious time> and on your patience 

Mr. Ross. It is the delight of a 
of Christy Madam> to be oc^upia 
Master's service^ when his labours 
lued. It cheers his hearty and str 
his hands. 

Mrs. Abe&. You are kind in thi 
raging us to trouble you^ my dei 
trust we are all in earnest^ thoiigl 
Anna is^ I f ear^ in error on many ] 
£Bel thankful that Gertrude^ and 
was the first of my £eimiiy who be 
gions. I fie^> had Anna been th( 



^1 
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friends regard her change on that pointy as 
a part of her new religion. 

Anna. But pray^ Mamma^ tell Mr. Ross 
how many precious hours I have lost in 
studying dress. Ought not such inclina- 
tions to be mortified } Besides^ St. Paul says^ 
that women professing godliness, should not 
adorn themselves with costly array. 

Mrs. Aber. I do not wish it to be costly, 
my love. All I ask is, that it shall not be 
particular, and throw ai^ air of ridicule over 
us all. But, Mr. Ross, I must lay more of 
my poor Aima's peculiarities before you. 
During the last six or eight weeks we have 
been in London, she has considered it her 
duty to teach every person whom she had it 
in her power to speak to. Whoever was 
our visitor, Anna instantly attempted to in- 
troduce the subject of religion ; and though 
the person she addressed might at the time 
be involved in the vortex of fashionable 
amusements, Anna would condemn them all 
-^dancing as folly and waste of time— con- 
certs as the same— the theatre as utterly 
sinful^— and going to admire Miss O'Neil, 



shorty has made every one dislike 1 
all this^ while she herself must nc 
have a very small portiim of religioi 
ledge. Can all this be right ? 

Mr. Ross. Can Miss Aberley c 
Paul's authority for all this^ as shf 
specting dress ? 

Anna. Not exactly for each ] 
Mamina has mentioned. Yet how 
have known that any of these thi 
sinful^ unless Gertrude had tak^ 
convinee me that they were so ? 

Mr. Ross. Were you convii 
were sinful^ merely by Miss Gertr 



THE DECISION. 127 

had taken place in her, my conscience told 
me, that what' had produced that change, 
was a reality of love (o God— a reality of 
wishing to pleaae and serve him, of which 
my heart was destitute — and 1 hope the 
consciences of others will speak to them the 
same language, when I speak truth to them. 
I am willing to be hated and scorned, pro- 
vided I carry truth to any soul. Yon do 
not know, Sb, what I have suffered from the 
terrors of an awakened conscience ; nor the . 
anxiety I feel to lead others to leave that 
state of blindness in which I so lately was. 
Oh I \t^at madness, what folly, it now ap- 
pean to me, to spend hours, and days, and 
yeaxa, as I have done I Every thing respect- 
ing God and eternity seems now so awfully 
real I Why should I value people's opinion 
ot me, in comparison with the chance of lead- 
ing them into truth ? 

Hr. Ron. And have you. Miss Aberley, 
been the ha|^ means of leading any one to 
th« knowledge of the truth i 

Anha. Not that I Idiow of; bnt I resist- 
ed conTicti(Bi too long myself, to wonder at 



myself? 

Mr. Ross, (gently,) I feel afraid, 
dear Miss Aberley^ to condemn what 
done under the impressions you desci 
with so much indifference respecting 
consequences to yourself. Yet the ' 
kindest and best services may be perfor 
in such a way as to defeat the very in 
tions with which they are done. We n 
ever remember^ in attempting to lead ] 
pie to think as we do, that we are hui 
beings endeavouring to influence human 
ings, and must use those arguments wl 
we khow by experience are attractive to 
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to Struggle against the disgust of the hearty 
.and will not easily be heard. On the con- 
trary^ if the heart is won along with the 
conscience, all is won. St. Paul exhorts us 
to attend to what is lovely and of good re- 
port in all we do, and he himself is beauti- 
jfiilly tender and gentle in his treatment of 
the ignorant. Now, my dear Miss Aberley, 
it is not feli to be lovely, neither is it of 
good report, for very young persons to pre- 
sume to teach, particularly when they them- 
selves have scarcely escaped from those er- 
rors i^ainst which they warn others. 

Anna. But if we receive light, are we 
entitled to put it under a bushel ? 

Mr. Ross, (smiling,) No, we are to let 
it *' so shine, that men seeing our good 
tvorksy may glorify our Father who is in 
heaven." 

Anna. But is it not a good work to warn 
others, from your own experience, that they 
are ruining themselves ? 

Mr. Ross. You cannot, my dear Miss 
Aberley, by mere words, convince any one 
that your experience is liglit from heaven. 



the nature oi uic wu^*^*^,. 

would not discourage you^ Miss . 
but when God opens your eyes to 
what that really is which you now 
utter change^ and when you con 
back on the present state of your ! 
conduct^ you will be less surpris< 
downess of others^ and will woi 
you should have regarded yoursel; 
terly changed/' and that by the H' 
Forgive my plainness — ^what I s( 
I would say of any one who hac 
very lately from a state of ignor 
the knowledge of the first pri 
truth. 
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easy to lay down any rule on this point. 
What I would advise is this. As it is im- 
possible that you should be otherwise than 
ignorant^ study thb Scriptures ; might I say 
study them on your knees— at least with a 
praying hearty over every passage. Realise 
continually the presence of God in Christ. 
You know he is the only Vay to the Father. 
Search the Scriptures for those passages 
which reveal to you the character of your 
Lord^ and in what relations he stands to 
you. Pray earnestly for his Spirit to en- 
lighten your mind^ and reveal the character 
and work of Christ to your soul— rest not 
till you know what it is to '^ abide in Him" 
—till you can say> He is your peace^ and 
your righteousness^ and your joy. This is 
the first lesson a young Christian has to 
learn. Live near this Lord— without him 
you can do nothing. Follow on to know him 
more and more— make yourself acquainted 
with his word^ praying for his grace to en- 
able you to walk according to it ; and> in- 
stead of aiming at distinguishing yourself by 
some great effort^ undertake nothing without 



aright. Walking thus^ you will : 
offend by, speaking rashly or han 
one ; and if you should offend b 
truth in the spirit of love -and me< 
are then only in the path of duty 

Anna, (sighing.) I know lit 
walking. You have made me fee 
and blinds and miserable I am. 
. Mr. Ross. Do you recollect h< 
cious Lord and Master concludes 
to those whom he accused of beio 
blinds and miserable^ while th 
themselves rich ? 

Anna. I do. 

Mr. Ross. How much comforf 
they receive from his words^ wl 

thaxr ftr« an ? *^ As mSUV aS I /o 



THE DECISIOK. 133 

£dw. In what a variety of characters our 
Lord is represented in Scripture ! 

Ger. Yes; and how necessary we find 
these different chalracters to be to us in our 
different states of feeling. 

Mr. Ross. And we shall continue to find* 
them so to the last. There is no situation^ 
no state of mind^ no state of feelings in 
which we can be^ that we do not find him 
represented in Scripture as bearing the very 
character suited^ in those circumstances^ to 
be our most sympathizing^ most powerful^ 
most tender fnend. Oh ! He is^ indeed^ the 
friend of us sinners^ from the moment tha$ 
first in ignorance^ and darkness^ and fear^ 
we apply to him^ until that hour when lie 
enables us^ without dism^y^ sometimes with 
joy and rapture^ to meet death and enter 
eternity. 

Anna. Enter eternity ! What an awful 
thought ! 

Mrs. Abeb. Awful indeed ! 
. Mr. Ross, (feelingly.) Not if our love is 
fixed on Him from whom we must be ab- 
sent till we enter eternity. 

Anna. But if we shouLBlXje xci&XaJ&teiv--^'^ 

M 



was WlUiurttWAA'»->bAM»» *^j , 

at an end— yet I tremble at the t 
Mr. Robs. Did you^ Miss Abei 
ble*at the thought of death and e 
fore that change took place in yo 
which you. have been speaking ? 

Anna. No. I thou^t the id 
gloomy and chilling^ but had no 
had I died^ I should have becoi 
in heaven— and such is the opini 
ing themselves^ of all my foro 
nions> and on no better grounds 
Mr. Ross. But now that God 
your eyes to see that you are uni 
to enter heaven^ and led you to 
he has appointed for sinners^ i 
confidently trust that he will n 
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troduce my nephew to you. I think you 
will be pleased with him. 

Mr. Ross. I shall be happy to be intro- 
duced to Mr* Ashton^ but must delay that 
pleasure till to-morrow. 

Anna. My brother promised us the plea- 
sure of your company to close the evening. 

Mr. Ross. I must beg you to excuile me 
*--my own, little flock will be assembled. 
This hour I consider theirs. We do not 
prosper in heavenly things when I encroach 
upon it. 

Mrs. Aber. We icertainly must not in- 
terfere with your own family^ Mr. Ross. I 
hope we shall see you early to-morrow. 

Mr. Ross. I hope to have that pleasure^ 
but must now say good-night ; and may that 
heaveiUy Guardian who ^^ slumbers not," be 
with us all till we meet again. Miss Ger- 
trude, may I ask you to convey a message 
to your brother from me. (He speaks to heir 
in a low voice, then enters the wood. J 

Mrs. Aber. A secret, Gertrude ? 

Ger. f smiling, J It is for ^ my brother's 
ears only. 



now let -us join your brother an 
Here comes Edward alone. 

Enter Edwabd. 

Gbr. Where is Charles ? Whiett 
ter ? You look discompo^. Hai 
happened? f anxiously. J 

Edw. No. But who do yon 
arrived with Charles ^ 

Mrs. Abbr. Who ? 

Edw. Mr. Lomton. 

Mrs. Abeb. Gbb. and Anna. 
ton! 

Edw. Yes^ himself. 
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Mrs. Aber. Well^ I certainly wish he had 
•not come at present— but no;w^ my dear child- 
' ren, remember you have to prove the since- 
rity and power of your religion. You know 
Mr. Lornton has always^ at least, intended 
to be kind to you all ; and I entreat you^ do 
what you can to make his stay here agree- 
able to him. Some idea of duty to you has 
led him to take this long and fatiguing jour- 
ney. You, Gertrude, I can depend upon. 
You have always loved yoiur guardian. 

Ger. I really do love him> and think he 
has a great deal of feeling behind his cold 
stiff manners. 

Edw. You love him, Gertrude, because 
you have never displeased him> and do not 
know the severity and contempt with which 
he finds fault. 

Ger. I have displeased him of late, Ed- 
ward, and he has, in private, said many very 
severe things to me ; yet he listened patient- 
ly to all I said in my defence^ and seemed 
more vexed than angry, and anxious to un- 
derstand and enter into my reasons for di»ng 
what appeared to him self- willed and absurd. 



few minutes conversation with yo 

Ebw. I cannot say I love him. 
respect him. But now we must r 
him. 

6eb. I have a message firom J!^ 
you, Edward. 
. Edw. What? 

6er. He hopes you will cont 
as the Christian head of your hou 
its inmates have increased in nun 

£]}W. And Mr. Lomt<m ther< 
rassed.J My friend did not know h 

Oeb. He said, that drawing 
you had once b^un, would have 



FORENOON. 

An Apartment in Arnavoir Castle^ ike wiu'* 
dows of which open on the lawn, 

Mr. LoKNTON, Gertrude. 

(A great many people are seen from the win* 
dows, Mr, Ross and Edward appear to be 
addressing them, Mr, Lomton paces up 
and down the room, Gertrude watching his 
looks, and at times stealing a glance to* 
wards the window, J 

Mr. Lorn. I cannot believe^ child^ that It 
is really agreeable to you to remain here 
with me, when so much preaching over 
coarse Bibles, and twopenny tracts^ is going 
on yonder. 

Ger. Were you with us. Sir, I should 
prefer being on the lawn. 

Mr. Lorn. I with you ! Can you suppose 
I would countenance such preposterous 



v*.~« MM^Mv^vMuj AX/Aa\/V«AAJU^ K^Wbl/lAJUUt 

duped by liim and his parson^ in 
tion that canting speeches are as m 
having as good cheer ; or that the 
nious looks of a young landlord ; 
well for their future interests^ as i 
ed himself the open-hearted^ op 
gentleman ? 

6er. I hope> Sir^ that the peop'i 
my brother such as he is. Will y< 
me for sayings Sir^ that you yours< 
seem displeased with him last ni. 
he assembled his servants^ and 
prayed with them. You did no 
remain with ub, but afterwards y< 
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for a time, then stops andjuces his eyes ear* 
nestly on a portrait which hangs at one end of 
the apartment-^again walks a few steps, then 
stops, and looks mildly at Gertrude. J 

Mr. Lorn. You know that picture^ Ger'« 
tnide? 

Geb. Yes; it is my father's* I have 
spent much of this morning in contemplat- 
ing it. I think I never saw a more noble 
or engaging countenance than it represents. 

Mr. LoBN. There never was a more noble 
or more engaging human beings thdn he was, 
of whom that picture i» a most perfect re- 
semblance. , 

Geb. Edward tells me that the people 
here have the most enthusiastic love for his 
memory. 

Mr. LoBN. All who had an opportunity 
of xeally knowing him, loved him with a 
kind of love> which I at least have never 
met with any other who could inspire. 
C Turns away, and again paces the room; 
Gertrude rising, and putting her arm within 
Mr. Lomlon's, walks with Mm.) 



*** 



last time,' left home to join the ar 
collect being waked, and seeing 
ing earnestly and mournfully at 
bent over my little crib. I sp; 
clasp my arms round his neck, 8 
me ioT a time pressed to his bosoi 
put me a little from him—look 
clasped me again to his breast, 
me many, many times, then lai. 
dowuj and, raising his eyes to 1 
clasping his hands together, said, 
tect my children." 
Mr. Lorn, (sighing deeply,) P 
GsR. God, my dear Sir, hi 






*ntrar% m 
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sister regarded me at all as a parent. I do 
not^ however^ blame them. I know that cir« 
cumstances have rendered my temper very 
unsuitable to those who are full of youth and 
hope. ' For you^ my dear^ I do feel as a 
father. 

Gbr. I feel certain^ my dear Mr. Lom« 
ton> that Edward and Anna will please you 
more in future than they have hitherto done. 

Mr. LoBN. Your brother resembles his £a^ 
ther strikingly in person and- features^ but 
his impetuous^ ungovernable temper^ is the 
opposite of what his father's was ; and there 
is so much of it in the expressions of his 
countenance^ that till last night he has sel- 
dom recalled my friend to my memory. 
Last nighty when he declared his intention 
of serving God in his feunily whoever might 
be in his house^ your father was before me. 
The firm^ manly^ ingenuous^ yet embarrassed 
expression of his countenance^ was exactly 
his father's^ as I had often seen him^ when 
his pure and correct feelings would not suf- 
fer tiim to join in some parts of the condnet 
of his friends ; and when he> while hating 



Geb. (laying her hand on Mr, 
arm, and looking earnestly at him.^ 
jovL, Sir, think those principles 
folly^ which lead Edward thus t< 
my father? Must there not havt 
same elevation and integrity of mi 
duce the same expression of count 

Mr. Lorn. Perhaps^ my dear 
eeeding from very different source 

Gbb. Every good and perfect 
jrom God^ the only source of goo 
my dear father f hesitates at 

Mr. Lorn. Your Other's oon 

I knew him^ proceeded from no c 

11 ^^4. Q„,^ imri 
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some of his last lettens to me^ eiqiressioiui 

which may perhaps lead you to hope that 

his opinions resembled your own. When I 

myself first read these expressions^ they onlj 

ccufirmed to me the mournful truth/ that 

the weakness of body which precedes death 

may affect and overpower the greatest 

minds ; but I con£e8s> Gertrude^ the strange 

religious mania which has seised you^ and 

with which you have infected all your £i« 

mily^ has given a new character to these 

expressions. .Before I left London to' be pre* 

sent here to-day> as I considered it my dutj& 

to be> I looked over all your Other's letters 

to me. In many of them he had mentioned 

to me his wishes respecting his children^ 

and also respecting the management of his 

estates and tenantry ; and I was determined 

that nothing in my power should be left u»« 

done to fulfil those wishes. I have several 

of his last letters with me. Here are two^ 

out of which I shall read some passsges. 

You know your.fEither fell in Egypt. The 

first of these letters was written the day 

after he received the wound which proved 

N 



I 



«r climate, but here my recu¥«r^ «• 
Qertauu I have told yovi my wishee 
ing Amw and my children ; and not 
Ion, perhaps we ahall never again : 
this world, and whatj my MeAd, do^ 
af another ? I, who iSnd myself oa tl 
of it, feel a new, and, I confeea to 
appalling anxiety on this point. Mi 
friend, do not leave this momentoiis 
be learned at your last hotmu ' 
enoo^ besides to think too deeply 
I entreat you to -reflect on wbat 
written; and, Lomton, have my 
educated religiously." 

Gbr. (her eyes JilUng with tear* 
dearest fkther I i trust he found 



know the uiay of whratioa bj Christ. I 
have been taught that way; there j» nk 
other. Ood hat heegk rerj merciful to me. 
A «)ldier hato. been mj earthly teaeber.'^ 
Here the letter stopt. 

Gbr. fimrsis inio tearSy end turns away. 
After a ptmse^) Will yos^ dear Sb^ allow me 
i^iii to read ^tiierie last wovda? Andtiiiii^ 
ray own dear Pttpa'6 writingl How his hand 
has tretnbleKll O eweet> pcedoaa wordsl 
(kisses the Utter, ihen reads. J 5^ I have been 
taught that way; there is no other. Godhai 
be^n Yety aaercifal to jne." O %6w gra- 
dous is our Godl My father! my.motherl 
all of us brought to the knowledge of /Hixtu 
keltl 'My defu* Sir, (turmng earnestly to Mr. 
LomUm,) yea shall not be e^arated firamusi 
Why have you neglected my father's last en* 
tareaties? You trill never again meet hini« 
tiniest you too know that Ood has been mer^ 
diul io yoii; unless you £nd :that only way 
of Mlvation widfsh my father fpvnd. 

Sfr. Lonif. fstemly.J What canwe know 
4»f the merey of God?. 



taught was tlie mercy of God> and1 
I might have equally prayed. to t 
Do iiot suppose^ child> that all.th 
you aeedisregardiBg the forma a 
do 80 froiA utter indifference to th 
Moat men have had their tioae c 
•—their religious hiatorp««eome . 
nough. 

Geb« (genlfy hut firmly^) You 
dear Sir^ misunderstood the Prov 
God respecting yourselE 

Mr. LoBN. Twice^ Gertrude^ ] 
happiness has been wrapt up in tl 
two dear objects. The first becai 
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• 

hidL He w^s obdeisd ftbroadL i kneiir fait 
brav9 and gailamt JB|urit, and farecbw that he 
««uid be wbennrw du«Br .w». Again I 
prayed and appealed to tiie eempaaBion ef 
the Most Hi^h« I heard tint my ihost be*- 
loyed inBtid waa ivronnded. Still I hoped 
in the aierey of Heayea ; hut hisard of hk 
death. Why iriiould I prajr> or believe there 
is that attribute in the £vine character whidll 
t«re oail mercy? Our little distant ^iefs cam 
not intertee with the eonrae of things in the 
immenie aifrangements of the Deity. 

Geb. (mUdiybMt warmly*) Anddidyoii; 
my deur Sir^ come into the presence of God« 
and say^ '^ O God» ^oii hast tau^l us that 
thou only art worthy of theiirst place in ouc 
hearts. Then hast cendeseended to say txk 
each of us> ' Give #ie thine heart.' Theu hast 
even declared Myself a jealous God), w^ 
will suffer no rivals— no idob; yet herie 1: 
have one procious, beloved^ only possessor 
of my heart. Thou only art the disposer of 
life and death. Ipraytheeruinmyaoul^bfr 
preserving to me this rival who has usufp- 
ed thy place in my affections, and separates 



Him who in mercy smote that he i 
yoa> did yoa instantlj wt up anotl 
worship with your affections instes 
and again insult him by pi»ye« t< 
to yoa his rival ; and are yoa disp 
cause in h>ve he again refosed you 
your heart empty and desolate^ ths 
self might fill it? Are you not, 
Sir, saying there is no mercy wli 
mercy? 

Mr. Lorn, (gentfy.) You are 
arguer^ my child. According to 
loves you not in giving you so mai 
of aJSection^ and would show his 
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Mr. LoBK. Well, my dear, may yoa aU 
ways suppose your prayers are answered? 

Geb. Suppose ! O my dear Sir, how dis** 
honouring to the omnipotent, omniscient 
God, is your cold unloving assent to his ge- 
neral and superintending Ptovid^nce; while 
you, not from disbelieving in revelation,; but 
from his rejection of a prayer which it would 
have injured you to grant, spurn from you 
the revealed and most delightfrd truth, *that 
80 minute is the care of God over all of U9, 
that even a hair of our heads cannot change 
colour without him ! 

fA shout of Joy is heard from the lawn.) 

Ger. Do let us go, dear Sir, and discover 
what has occasioned so much joy. ' 

Mr. Lorn. Well, my dear, I shall ac- 
company you. I suppose these* sounds of 
joy have been at last occasioned by some sub- 
stantial proofs of kindness fr^m your brother. 

Geb. Before we go. Sir, let me ask, does 
Mamma know of these letters from Papa 
which you have just shown to me ^ 



1X1 your mauier s ujuutioi* «m»«»j^|.«. 
the sad idea that your father hi 
Mmfiirtafaile in the view of death 

OxbI But my father wofold hi 
to Mamma in the same strain* 

Mr. Loan. By some nn£ortiini 
your mother ne¥er receiTed y 
last letters. The soldier who at 
father during his last illness^ a' 
entrusted with some things to I 
mo^er; mentioned that these 
been sent by a conveyance con 
ticukrly 8afe> bat they never r< 

GsB. What has become of th 
attended iby fsther? 
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for yoi|r mother. She never knew there was 
such a person. 

GsB. He would be the soldier Papa men* 
tions as his teacher. I wish I could see him. 
Did not aunt Stanly err in preventing Mam« 
ma from seeing him? ' 

Mr. LoBN. I think she did; but at that 
time I was unfit to think of what would be 
best for others. Mrs. Stanly did as she 
pleased. 

GsB* Now let us go^ dear Sir. 



Mrs. Aberley^ Mr.'RoflB^ Ahka^ 
and Mr. Ashton. Mr. Lor3 
ORRTRtiiiB^ who leans mi Us (r 
tt UHle apart, Mr. Ashton m 
steps to join, them, but Gertrui 
to him not to approach. Pe 
around, 

Mr. Lorn. Edward seems abou 
a speech. 

Edw. (going forward towards i 
My friends^ I have told you my h 
residing among you part of every 
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CohneL") I mast^ bowever> my friends, 
make one rMervatioii m giving jrou this pm« 
mise. I shall suffer no immorality on mf • 
estate^ that it is in my, power to prevent ; 
and should I hear of any fraud against go*, 
vernment^ or any atteia^ to injure the nHH" 
rals of the people^ the man whom I find en<* 
gaged in such practices shall be removed, 
should his fathers have been on the estate 
for centuries* Good c<mduct shall make 
long leases,-»bad conduct instant removals. 
You all now possess the Scriptures* Study 
them^ and tea6h their holy precepts to your^ 
households. There you will find the way 
not only to be -iitved, but to be pure and 
holy in your lives. I have taken them for 
the rule of my own life; and as we shall all 
be judged according to them, when we meet 
togeth^ at the bar of God, let us seriously 
begin now to act in all tihings as they direct^ 
(Some ojT tht people hang their headi, and 
look grave; others, and most of the women; 
exclaim, ^' Oh, (hoi U may be sol God bkss 
kis sweei holy ymtng heart J He's Uke his fa^ 
iher. H^s omregude to live," S^,) 



ills tauier a uua^c. 
. (Some bustle among the people; 
young people and children are brou^ 
a respectable looking elderly manjroi 
the people, and approach towards 
Edward puts his arm within tha 
Ross, and they also approach. J 

Edw. This is your school^ Gertr 
low me. Sir, {presenting Mr, Re 
Lomton,) to introduce my iUend 
the clergyman of this parish, to yc 
(Mr. Lomton returns Mr, I 
slightly and contemptuously. Ti 
master arranges the children in 
semicircle before Gertrude. Mr, 
Anna, and Mr. Ashton, draw nea 
ScHOOLM. {addressing Gerfn 
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i/tT. Robs, (iinth quu:knets.J Forwhetef- 
fect. Sir, do you mean P 

(Mr. Lomton turns conUmplwm»ly amay, 
and gives no ansteer. Gertrude changes from 
one arm of Mr. Lornttm to the other, so at to 
be belmeen him and Mr. Rou, then addrestet 
the latter.) Will you say for me. Sir, that 
it will give us much pleasure to hear t^ 
diildreu sing their hymn ? 

Mr. Boss. My dear young people, the la- 
dies will have much pleasure iu iwaring your 



The Children Sing. 

Juke errnig lamln we wander'd far. 

From oar Great Shepherd's futd of peace ; 

Oar hearts, rabelHouR, felt at war 

With hi> strict lani and righteouanew. 

Bat thongh avene to Him, hit lore 

Still iwoght to bring hii wand'ren home i 

At last bis Spirit from abore 

Taught a ftmud lamb to bid ai mom. 



fMr, LomUm, when the clear j 
of the children at once begin th 
fn^ch affected, but struggles to ov 
conceal his feelings. The Ladies 
io tears, and, when the children 
^^Si S^ forward to caress and p\ 
while the Schoolmaster singles ou 
dren to read, 4^. to Gertrude,) 

Mr. LoBN. (addressing Edn 
mean, I suppoae, to continue .thi 
seminary? 

£dw. Certainly, my dear Su 
appears to you theatrical, is, I 
the expression of the real feel 
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Mr. Lorn. Young hearts bfb easily vna, 
and when won, easily ruled, and tuined to 
•oy pnrpoae. I detest all this artful madii* 
aery to euBnare ymius hearts* 

Mr. Ross. I hope they will be indeed en- 
tnared into the love and iencice of their 
God. 

Mr. LoBN. ftneeringli/.J Aod secure 
the comfortable domiition of bis meek and 
Lnriy minister. . . 

Mr. Rota. {mUdltf, but iviik tmotifm.) 
His ministera ought to hare tme sa&^nard 
from intolt,— the Imowlac^ that they most 
snbmit to taunts and contempt, while they 
are preloaded irom every meaiU of repulsing 
them. 

Mr. Ltmif. (looting Jidl at lb-. Kott, 
teio iaokt at Mia mUdfy, bit with dignky.J 
Sir, I b^ your paidon. I hare been unprov 
vnkedly hrutaL 

Mr. Row. (geiUly.) lunftdeve^Ax* 
cose fm pr^jndices Bgunit ohnrchmen >-^ 
some of US hare girea too good eaose fqt 
them. Y<t ftmi&tigj the Church to which 
I bchmgi luw wisely left no tenqitKtion ta 



priests. 

. Mr. LoBN. Is it in my power^ 
any thing for the benefit of your s> 
the poor amongst your parishioae 
beg of you to distribute a trifle. 

Mr. Ross. When you are conv 
that our schook are really useful 1 
ple^ there is mudi that still may 
improve them. As for our poor^ '. 
treat you not to treat them as pau|] 
have stiU that most Christian si 
shrinks from receiving alms; an 
not^ for the worlds it was either im 
weakened. We can^ in the paria 

ATAtlv. TimvidA for thoRA Tirhn ata 
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im; tht . Sckootmatter.J U jowt kIiooI w 
perfect as yon could wiih it 7 

ScuoOLM. We have been wvnderfiillyprd- 
rided in eTerjr tbing. Sir. Tlie young iMdy 
bestowed on us an eiccellent eduMl-houae uul 
elementary btteks. Mr. Aberley has supplied 
abundance «( Bibles, and means for teaduOg 
writing and arithmetio. I am ashamed to 
mention any more wants ; yet when I taught 
a «4diDal in Edinbu^, ^ere was anoth^ 
thing which was found useful both to chil- 
dren and their parents. 

Mr. LoBN. And pray what was that ? 

ScHOOUt. A library, Sh". 

Mr. LoaM. A library ! (thaii»g his head.} 
Friend, - those li))raries niake your discon- 
tented, plotting, Scotch politicians. 

ScHO(M.K. Oh, Sii I think what you say. 
Can the reading of books which teach us to 
obey the laws of God, (and only such would 
be allowed here,) laod us to break thoae 
laws; fWivenotoontenUntotTithouroMi- 
dition, and submisiion to our rulers, laws ff 
God? 

M?. LoBN., (taUng ml Au podtet-book. 



hAA^A% 



books^ Mr. SSdioolmascer. 

you will provide to the amouot ci 

£m your library. 

ScHOOLM. {hentating,) Sir, ui 
feel quite satisfied that the lilnrary 
thing, I would not wish 

Mr. LoBN. (inierrupHnghimimj 
Pshaw ! take the money, and do 
like with it. 

ScHOOLM. {shrinking back,) N 
SirJ 

Mr. LoBN. Well, this is the 
country, and the strangest peop! 
£Eice of the earth. The country 
barren, yet attracting the love of i' 
beyond all other parts of the fai; 
wliflTfl thev are forced to wander 
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ence, are wliat we desire to cberiiih in our 
rising population. 

Mr, Lorn. I thought the Christian reli- 
gion professed to open and enlai^ the heart, 
and to lead its votaries to universal philaa* 
thropy. 

Mr: Robs. Certainly it does, and Scotch- 
men are not behind any. country in proving 
this ; yet the remembrance of home, and 
first and holy impressions received there, 
binds it around their hearts with a force 
wKicb every scene of wickedness, and cold- 
he&rtedness, and irreligion, which they wit* 
ness when absent tnaa it, tends to increase, 
and, wherever they wander, still it is the 
koBte of their hearts and of their souls. 

{Here Ike peoplc.call out, "Allan Cameron, 
Allan Cameron," land an old soldier ap- 
proaeliet, while tkey open their rankt to make 
wayjirr Atm.) 

Grs. (tuide to Mr. Lonttoa.) Wbo is 
Allan Cameron? 
Mr. LoRji. (AwAing with emolioK <A AV- 



Ms hand, approaches towards R 

Ajllan. Ye need not tell kne ' 
young iaird. I dionld have 
amongst a thousand, {looks iuU 
nard, then turns away to wipe th 
his eyes.) 

( Gertrude whispers to Edward 
then goes nearer Allan*) 

£dw. You are the soldier 'w 
my father in his last moments ? 
Allan. Yes^ Sir. 'Mvj Gi 

ja »- m^Ji ui o:- "^ 



THE DECISIOV. 165 

Mn. Absb. . No, no, my love. I am quite 
able to remaiii. 

Allan. (lao/eingmoarnfuUy at Mr*. After-' 
Uy.y His last prayer was for you. Madam. 
{tumt la the people, and motions to them to 
retire,' which Ihof immediately do to a thert 
^atance.) I hare lived to B«e the day that 
God has answered that prayer. Oh ! he is 
indeed the Hearer of prayer. 
• Mrs. Abbb. Cjaintly.J iiow?_ Doyoumeut 
that his lost praya haa been answered, my 

Allan. Hia last prayer. Madam, wu 
that God in Christ would rereal himself to 
' you, BO as to make up a thousand-fiJd for 
all earthly losaes. He often prayed'that you 
might be supported and comforted ; but, to- 
wards the last, your everlasting interests lay 
heavy on hi* aoul. Before he departed, he 
waa enabled confidently to leave you on the 
mercy and tenderness of tiis recoBciled Fa- 
ther. And have I not this day seen an4 
heard things which prove that his prayer 
has been heard ? 

Mrs. Abeb. (jauch moved.) I cannot n»- 



Aherley, then turns and addresses 
Sir^ these old eyes have been bie» 
ing you this day distribute the vn 
nsaxmg your people. I have 1 
declare that it had taught you t 
ealvati(»i, aad peaoe^ and happin 
Bible I now offer to your acoepta 
one from which my noble €ol( 
honour's fath^^ learned the kno 
God^ and the way of salvation. I 
will value it for that reason. I 
it^ praying and loi^ng for the da 
i might with that hope offer it to 
£dw. a precious ^h, inde 
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Allan. Tluee weeks. Madam. 

Gbr. Did you attend bhn sU tbat tine t 

Allan. I Did, Madam, for which 1 ne- 
ver cease to thank God. Colonel Aberley's 
■ervant wos at the time in the fever hospital, 
and I was, at his own desire, appointed his 
ooBStant attendant. Every st^er in the 
regiment would hare con^dered it an hc^ 
nour to be his attendant. Young as iie was- 
for his rank, he hod been more like a &thei 
than any thing else to the soldiers. We 
had all cause to loye him, and just before 
the battle he had given me particular cause 
for gratitude to him. 

Mr. Ix>RN. How, my friend ? 

Allan. Why, Sir, after having oftoi 
served where death surroimded me on every 
side, I at last began to think of what might 
fellow aft«' death. This led me to read my 
Bible. It had travelled many a mile with 
me, thongh it had seldom been opeaei. I 
had got it long before, when I was a lad, 
- from my poor mother, and somdiow never 
had parted with IL I soon found there, that 
1 was on the broad road which leads to bell. 



When Ifbund that Saviour^ sm 
wonderful, change thaf a knowied 
produces on the heart and U£e, 
persuade my comrades to seek i 
ledge of him also. Some of the 
to me, and sought^ and found, 
had no'^iaplain or teacher but 01 
Bibles. Th^re^ however, we fou 
mise of the Spirit to lead those ^^ 
him> into all truth ; we found th 
• promise^ that '', where two w tii 
I thefed together in the. name ai 

will be present with them, to b 
' them good." We^therefore met 
search the Scriptures, and to 
were called canting fellows; 



11 • 



J «4 
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iicer went beyond his power. . He ^en re- [* 
ported my conduct to the Colonel> and I was 
sent for. I found that Captain Woodford 
•accused me of disobeying orders^ and of a 
disposition .to mislead sDad dispirit the men. 
The Colonel listened attentively to my de- 
fence; then asked me^ in his qwn mild 
friendly manner, if I could suppose I waa 
right in disobeying the orders of my officer ? 
I replied, that we were .obeying God, and 
that the hours if which we met for- that 
purpose, were allowed the other men, and* 
to us^ if we chosie^ for. amusement. Colonel 
Aberley lodced at r Captain Woodford when 
I said this, then turned to me,' and said 
smiling^ ^' But,. Cameron, you damp the 
courage of your brother soldiers. You will 
disgrace us when the day of dang^ comes."* 
" No, Cdlonel," said I, '' God forbid! His 
servants are not those most likely on that 
day to fear being called into his presence." 
^ I should think not^ indeed^" said Colonel 
Aberley, quite gravely : then added, " Cap- 
tain Woodford^ let us judge for ourselves 
in this matter^ and liot coiv^eisva ^ «i^^^rss. 



do 80. ^' Well then/' said ne^ 
come and hear you. I am soi 
not alter the style of your pray 
sured him we should not. It 
moonlight nighty £«r brighter * 
li^t evQr is in our country. ^ 
camped oq a wide plain. A fe^ 
near my tent^ under which n 
' and I met. We held a lantei 
read^ then put out the lights w 

jl covered under the bright bet 

erne or odier of us prayed. I } 
gun when we heard footsteps 

f\ It was our brave Colonel and Cf 

• " '^— -^^^ nwir US. W 
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hearty that night he was neaisea(t ef tSi. tn 
a little I observed that he took off hift hatr 
and stood also uncovered. Captain Wobd- 
£M*d seemed' impatient, but Colonel Aberltiiy^ 
remaned without moving, his « jes fixed mk 
the ground, and his head nncoverecl> till I 
had finished. He then said, ** My Memdt^ 
jdu shall not be prevented from meeting Up 
pray as often as you choose." He then put 
his arm within the Captain's, Sfsd said aloud/ 
** Woodfi[>rd, you have mistaken this mattwp ; 
such prayers must lead a man to welcome 
death without fear." Afiter walking trom ntf 
a few steps, he stopped, and loddng up, we 
heard him say, ^^ How fair and pure all iieem^ 
above us there, Wdodford ! How unlike the 
scene ihat we may spread beneath it by to^ 
morrow night." We heard no mwe, but on the 
second day after was the battle, and after iti 
poor Captain Woodford was found neav 
where he had stood, and beneath as l^i^it 
a moon, a pale and bloody corpse. I was 
near Colonel Aberley when he received his 
wound. Two hoiBes had been shot und^ 
hioi drntiag. ikm 'i«y. Smm a ft pe w «e- 



other wounds ho had lost bo m 
that he looked very faint and pa 
countenance had the same sweel 
expression as ever. I was com 
keep all quiet around him. Tl 
easy, so many came to inquiri 
When at last we were alone^ i 
camp at rest but the poor suffen 
to me^ " Cameron^ I may die of i 
I have thought too little of de 
you your Bible here? I have 
I brought my Bible^ but entra 
try to rest> as the doctor had d 
did BO, and commanded me 
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raad this Bible, so bs t«) acquire tliat son-like 
feeling of cooSdeuce with which I heard 
yon address God the other night. I feel 
none of it. The mwe I think of appearing 
hefbre Him, the more I shrink from the rea- 
lity as tremeodoiuly awfnL" He then li»- 
teaed to my poor endeavours to point ont 
the way of return and access to God, with 
as much attenti<»i utd humility as if I had 
been worthy to teach him. God gave me 
words, and my love £» him gave me ear- 
nestness, and my heart prayed for a blessing 
as 1 spoke. It was wonderful how soon he 
embraced the Scripture offer of a Saviout. 
1 was enabled to point out passages in the 
Bible which seemed to meet the very Img- 
ings of his soul. He never thought be would 
recover. However, he did every thing that 
was prescribed. His time was spent in pre- 
paring for another world, and to his Mends 
who visited him, he spoke very openly. 
Many an officer left him with looks of 
thoiif^tfulness seldom seen on their couBt&- 
muces ; bat Coloaet Aberley had such a no- 
ble frank mann^, that every thing he said 



in your prayers." He then co 
to give me his hand, and said, ^* 
sons of Grod, my £riend, throu{ 
Christ Jesus— that Lord whom 1 1 
BQ late, yet who has manifested 
me so as to overcome all the cav: 
norant and imbelieving hearl 
would not have credited what 
Oh ! how lovely, how gentle an 
racters in which our Lord and 
presents himself as coming to ca] 
ther world«»^^ The Son of Man- 
groom !" How cold, how useless 
4)£ need— what an empty noth 



t • t 
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Eow. (addretnug Mr. Bo8a>)- How woa- 
^r^ is all this I How near it brings us to 
an unseen world— to God, the bearer and ' 
answerer of prayer I How real is His {»«- 
sence every wbere ! How similar the over- 
powering, the subduing effect of His sdor- 
.able grace in every soul ! My beloved Fa- 
ther — it seems as if he was at this moment 
present with us. Oh I may God enable me 
to act as if be were. 

Mr. Roes. (eaituMly.) He wiU, he wUl. 
He leaves no work that he b^ns nnfinished. 

Ebw. (goe* Jbmrard tomardt the peopk, 
mho gather round Aim.) My dew {muds, in 
speaking to you to-day, I have felt conscious, 
that in declaring my own determination to 
devote my life to the service of Ged, you 
could not feel much confidence in my rescH 
lations, young and untried, and full of faaka 
«s fou know me to be. (cries of, " We otUy 
knon your goodttettMmdlAidnet*.") Hear|me 
without interruption, my friends. I have 
now an example to offer you, that you will 
think worthy of following. You loved my 
Father, (peopk, " A^, at our awn touU.'") 



look, and ettdaim mournfkify, ** j 
kandi") YcB, his own faaHd. 1 1] 
jaa some of the passages— -here 
"There is none other name ondei 
giv^ am<Mig men whereby we musi 
ed^ but the name of Jesus." I hare 
that in this name is my only hope ; 
is my father's own dying hand sul 
to the same single trust. You li 
strict propriety of his life. If any n 
have approached God in his own ri 
ness^ he might, {people, ** Aye, at t 
fy bar none could have laid a Jin 
charge") Yes, my friends, but wl 
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inark«d passage fitim this Bible. " God ao 
luved the world, that he gave his onlyvbe- 
gotten Son, that ^osoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life." And this, " God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world through him might 
be saved." These are some of the passages 
of this word of life on whit^ my lather rest- 
ed his hopes for eteraity. My friends, shall 
we not follow his steps? This is wy own 
Decision, in the strength of God my Saviour. 
It is the Decision, in the same strength, of 
all my family, {the people are Tttuch waved.) 
Mr. Rosa, you are our guide and teacher-^ 
you will, I am anre, also be our faithful re- 
prover. Now, my dear Sir, before we sepa- 
rate, will you entreat God for us, that he 
may enable us to obey his most gracious 
connnand, to 'believe in hie Son for the sal- 
.vation of Our svuls ; and to awaiken all of as 
to the vast impwtance of that which Christ 
himself calls, " the one thiiig needful." 
Pray, my dear Sir, that none of us joaj ven- 
ture again, " ta givd sle^ tooux eyes, till 
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Here I shall stop. May the 
my reader be the same as that of 
from whose history I have sele 
scenes. They continue to adher< 
their choice; and though they 
participate in many of those f 
which they formerly placed then 
piness; and though some of t 
they loved have withdrawn then 
their society^ and joined in the ri 
change of sentiments and oond 
cited^ yet they date their knowL 
happiness from the time they \i 
to the knowledge of God — as t^ 
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«n7 tAmener, be less extenud charm wberi 
fhe heart is the diief subject of culture, yet 
that amongst such are to be found the tniett 
and best ftiend, the Idmdeat and most coii> 
■dentioiis relation^n aharti aU thst is moet 
valuable in human chantcter, and Jihai reat 
Ijr secures the confidence and love of th^ 
heart. They have had the delight, too, of 
seeing some of those they love and eBteem^ 
begin to reflect on the subject of religiiw. 
Amongst tfaeee is Mr. Lomton, who is now 
A regular attendant at Mr. Percy's chilrch ; 
and who has been obserred to shed tear^ 
when that clergyman spoke of the glory of 
Hit character, who condescends to ask the 
heart— the love of fallen man. 

There can be no half-measures in religion. 
We are not religious — we know not what it 
is— we deceive oureelves, if we suppose we 
do, unless it is the subject that occupies our 
most serious and most anziona thoughts ; un- 
less aU other subjects seem trifles compared 
to it ; unlees we see diat we would gain no- 
thing if we gained fbe wifaole world, and lost 
our own souls. We -do sot lore God, and 



souls and airecuiMio.«^^w-- 
perior to, and altogether unlike th 
any human being holds there. We 
know Christ, unless He has so mai 
himself to our souls, as to make us f( 
He is supreme in all that attracts t 
and adoration of the heart and soul : ^ \ 
as the Apostle says, '* having not s 
love ; in whom, though now ye see 1 
yet believing, ye rejoice, with joy u 
able and full of glory." 
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